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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1954 


UniTED STATES SENATE, 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS, 
OF THE CoMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
Washington, OE: 
AFTER RECESS 


(The hearing was resumed at 2 p. m.) 

Present: Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, Wisconsin, chairman; 
Senator Karl E. Mundt, South Dakota; Senator John L. MeClellan, 
Arkansas; Senator Stuart Symington, Missouri. 

Present also: James N. Juliana, acting executive director; Robert 
F. Kennedy, chief counsel to minority; Donald F. O’Donnell, assistant 
chief counsel; C. George Anastos, assistant counsel; Ruth Young 
Watt, chief clerk. 

The CuarrmMan. The committee will come to order. 

Who is your first witness, Mr. Juliana? 

Mr. Junrana. Mr. Frank Nestler. 

The Cuatrman. Mr. Nestler, will you take the stand. 

You have been sworn, and you are reminded that oath is still in 
effect. 

Mr. Nestrier. Yes. 


TESTIMONY OF FRANK NESTLER, JEANETTE, PA. 


The CHarrmMan. Mr. Nestler, you were a member of the Communist 
Party for quite some time; is that right? 

Mr. Nestuer. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMan. You joined when? 

Mr. Nester. The latter part of 1942 or the early part of 1943, I 
am not sure exactly when. 

The CuHarrman. The latter part of 1942 or the early part of 1943? 

Mr. Nestier. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrmMan. When did you drop out of the party? 

Mr. Nestier. In 1946, I think we can settle on that. 

The CHatrMan. Now, we will not ask you about all of the members 
of the Communist Party known to you as such, but we will ask you 
only about those who have been subpenaed today. 

Jim, I think you have a list. Will you do that? 

Mr. Juntana. Mr. Nestler, who recruited you into the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Nestier. I was recruited by Joseph Slater, at a meeting in 
Williamsburg, Pa. 
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The CuarrMan. Joseph Slater? 
Mr. Nestuer. Yes. 
The Cuarrman. Was Joseph Slater a member of the Communist 


Party? 

Mr. Nestier. Yes, sir, Joseph Slater was a member of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Juniana. Where is Slater working now? 

The CuarrMan. Slater I understand is working at Westinghouse. 
Mr. Slater, will you stand up? 

Will you turn around and look and see if this is the man you know 
as the man who recruited you into the Communist Party? 

Mr. Nestier. Yes, that is Mr. Slater. 

The CuarrMan. Mr. Slater, you have been named not only as a 
member of the Communist Party now, but an organizer, working in a 
defense plant, and if you want to you may have the opportunity of 
coming forward and testifying, I understand, or do you want addi- 
tional time? 

Mr. Starer. I would appreciate that. 

The CuatrMan. Did you say you wanted additional time? 

Mr. Suatrer. I would appreciate additional time. 

Senator Munpr. Is Mr. Slater presently employed at Westing- 
house Electric? 

Mr. Nester. That I do not know, sir. 

The CuatrMan. Mr. Slater, you are notified that you will consider 
yourself under subpena, and you will be notified as to when you will 
appear. You understand that you are under subpena? Mr. Slater. 

Mr. Suater. Sir? 

The CHarrmMan. Do you understand that you are under subpena? 

Mr. Suater. Yes. 

The CHarrMan. You are notified now that you will consider your- 
self under subpena, until you have had an opportunity to get a lawyer, 
and you say you want additional time, and the new chairman of the 
committee will notify you when he wants you to appear. 

Mr. Juntana. Mr. Nestler, when you were a member of the Com- 
munist Party, did you know an individual by the name of Harold 
Briney, as a member . the Communist Party? 

Mr. Nestuer. Yes, si 

Mr. Juntrana. Where did Mr. Briney live when you knew him to be 
a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Nestier. I don’t know. He lived in the Wilmerding area, 
because he worked for Westinghouse Air Brake. 

Mr. Juntana. He was employed at Westinghouse Air Brake? 

Mr. Nestuer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Juurana. In Pittsburgh? 

Mr. Nestuer. In Wilmerding, Pa. 

Mr. Juurana. Thank you. 

Senator Munpr. You may step down temporarily, Mr. Nestler. 

Is Mr. Harold Briney in the room? 

Will you raise your right hand and be sworn? Do you swear the 
testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so he ‘Ip you God? 

Mr. Briney. I do. 

Mr. Scrinner. We would like to 

Senator Munpr. That is your attorney sitting beside you? 
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Mr. Briney. David Scribner, 11 East 51st Street, New York City. 

Mr. Scrisner. The name was David Scribner, and I think the 
reporter got the name, and may we respectfully request that while the 
witness testifies we don’t have any pictures, and we don’t care about 
it before or after the testimony. 

Senator Munpr. The photographers will take their pictures now. 

All right. You are Mr. Harold K. Briney? 


TESTIMONY OF HAROLD K. BRINEY, TURTLE CREEK, PA., ACCOM- 
PANIED BY DAVID SCRIVENER, ATTORNEY, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Mr. Briney. That is correct. 

Senator Munpr. Will you give your present address, Mr. Briney? 

Mr. Briney. 301 Churchill Road, Turtle Creek, Pa. 

Senator Munpr. Your present place of employment? 

Mr. Briney. Westinghouse Air Brake Co., Wilmerding, Pa. 

Senator Munpr. In what capacity? 

Mr. Briney. I work on a bench, and also I run a steel roll, rolling 
cold steel, for air-brake equipment. 

Senator Munpr. How long have you been employed at Westing- 
house? 

Mr. Briney. Thirty-seven years. 

Senator Munpr. Thirty-seven years? 

Mr. Briney. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. All right, Mr. Juliana. You may inquire. 

Mr. Jutiana. Mr. Briney, have you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Briney. I stand on my rights under the fifth amendment; any- 
thing that I may say may tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Jut1ana. Are you a member of the Communist Party today? 

Mr. Briney. I want to say this. I am not a member of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Juuiana. Today? 

Mr. Briney. I just said right now I am not a member of the Com- 
munist Party. I just told you that. 

Mr. Juana. The question is this: Are you a member of the Com- 
munist Party today? 

Mr. Briney. I am not. 

Mr. Juutiana. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
you were served with a subpena to appear before this subcommittee? 

Mr. Briney. I stand on my rights under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Juniana. On what ground? 

Mr. Briney. On the ground that anything that I might say may 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Juuiana. When did you leave the Communist Party? 

Mr. Briney. I stand on my rights under the fifth amendment of 
the Constitution. 

Mr. JuLt1ana. You were served with a subpena to appear before 
this subcommittee on December 28, 1954. That was last Tuesday. 
Were you a member of the Communist Party on December 28, 1954? 

Mr. Briney. I invoke the fifth amendment of the Constitution. 

Senator Munpt. You have to answer the question in full, Mr. 
Briney. If you are going to plead self-incrimination, you will have 
to so plead 
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Mr. Briney. I plead that any statement that I might make may 
tend to incriminate me, and that is the reason I am pleading the 
fifth amendment of the Constitution. 

Mr. Juntana. Why did you leave the Communist Party? 

Mr. Briney. I plead the fifth amendment under the Constitution, 
that anvthing that I might say may tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Junrana. Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
December 27, 1954, the day before you received the subpena? 

Mr. Brinry. The same answer 

Mr. Juttana. Will you give it in full, please? 

Mr. Briney. That anything that I might say may tend to incrimi- 
nate me, and I plead the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Juttana. Were vou a member of the Communist Party on 
December 29, the day after you received the subpena? 

Mr. Brinry. The day after I did what? 

Mr. Junrana. Received the subpena. 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Briney. I plead the same on that, that anything that I might 
say may tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Juttana. Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
December 30, 1954? 

Mr. Briney. I plead the same on that. 

Mr. Juttana. Will you spell it out in full, please? 

Mr. Briney. That anything that 1 might say may tend to erimi- 
nate me 

Mr. Juntana. Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
December 31, 1954? 

Mr. Briney. I plead the same on that, anything that I might say 
may tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Juntana. Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
January 1, 1955? 

Mr. Brivey. I plead the same on that, that anything that I might 
say may tend to incriminate me. 

The CHatrMan. May I interrupt there just a moment? 

Mr. Junrana. Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
January 2, re 

Mr. Briney. I plead the same on that, anything that I might say 
may tend to incriminate me 

Mr. Junrana. Are you a “member of the Communist Party on 
January 3, today, 1955? 

Mr. Briney. I just said that I am not a member of the Communist 
Party. 

The CHarrMan. You mean you resigned last night? 

Mr. Brrvey. I did not say that. I said that I am not a member of 
the Communist Party. 

The CuarrMan. You feel if you were to tell us the truth about 
whether you were a member of the Communist Party yesterday, that 
might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Briney. It might tend to incriminate me, and I would not 
want to take that risk. 

Senator Munpr. Will you tell the committee what happened 
between yesterday and today, that you can answer that today you are 
not a member of the Communist Party, and you are afraid of self- 
incrimination if you answer the question honestly as of yesterday? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 
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Mr. Briney. | invoke the same privilege on that. 

The CHarrMAN. Did you resign last night—let me finish my ques- 
tion— so that you would not have to take the fifth amendment, hoping 
that you could keep your job in defense work by that ruse? 

Mr. Brinry. No; 1 did not say that at all. I said 

The CuarrMan. I am asking you, did you resign last night? 

Mr. Briney. I am afraid that anything that I might say in that 
line may tend to incriminate me. 

The CuatrMANn. We know that your company is firing fifth amend- 
ment Communists from defense work. The court has upheld their 
right to do that. You come in here today with a new gag, and you 
say you can’t tell us whether you were a member of the Communist 
Party yesterday, because if you tell the truth that might tend to 
incriminate you, and you say that you are not a Communist as of 
today, and that can mean only one thing to a person of ordinary 
intelligence, and that is that you resigned last night in preparation for 
your testimony. Let me ask you this question: Do you intend to 
rejoin again tonight? 

Mr. Briney. | will never belong to the Communist Party. 

The CHarrMAN. You mean you are out now for good? 

Mr. Briney. I did not say that. I said that I would never belong 
to the Communist Party, and I am not a member of the Communist 
Party. 

The CHarrMAN. You do not intend to join again? 

Mr. Briney. I did not say that, Senator. 

The CuarrMan. Do you intend to join? 

Mr. Briney. I just said I would not join the Communist Party and 
I am not a member of the Communist Party now. 

The CHAIRMAN. But as of yesterday you say you cannot tell me. 

Mr. Briney. I said that I was fearful of incriminating myself, and 
I am. 

Senator Munpr. You cannot incriminate yourself if you say “No” 
to that question. 

Mr. Briney. I still have fears. 

Senator McC.Le.uan. You could commit a crime if you said “No” 
under oath; could you not? 

Mr. Briney. | invoke the fifth amendment on that. 

Mr. Juutana. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
9 a. m. this morning? 

Mr. Briney. I invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Jutiana. On what grounds? 

Mr. Briney. On the grounds that it may tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Jutiana. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
10 a. m. this morning? 

Mr. Brineny. Senator, I want to say 

Mr. Juniana. Answer the question, please. 

Senator Munpt. I insist the witness answer the question. 

Mr. Briney. It is a legitimate question and I admit that, but I 
don’t like to be tricked. Maybe you are not trying to trick me. 

The CuarrMAN. You are not being tricked. We are trying to find 
out when you resigned from the Communist Party, and you have been 
identified as a member of the Communist conspiracy, a conspiracy 
designed to destroy this country, and you were handling defense 
work; you come in here now and say if you tell us whether or not you 

40220—55—pt. 8——2 
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were a Communist at 9 o’clock this morning that your answer would 
tend to incriminate you. Counsel asks a perfectly legitimate question, 
were you a Communist at 10 o’clock this morning. 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Briney. I want to converse with counsel. 

The CuarrmMan. You may converse with counsel. 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

The CuarrMan. Can you answer the question? 

Mr. Briney. Would you repeat the question, please? 

The CuHarrmMan. The question was, Were you a member of the 
Communist Party at 10 o’clock this morning? 

Ir. Briney. 1 want to say that I would invoke the same privilege 
again, for the reason that that privilege is for the innocent, as well as 
for anybody who might be guilty. I want to invoke that right at this 
time again 

The CHarrMan. How about 11 o’clock this morning? 

Mr. Briney. I wish to invoke the same rights again. 

The CHarrMan. How about 12 o’clock? 

Mr. Briney. I wish to invoke the same rights again. 

The CHAIRMAN. You are ordered to answer that question. You 
waive the privilege prior to 12 o’clock this morning—strike that order. 
I thought you had testified before 12 but it was 1:30. 

Were you a member at 1 o’clock? 

Mr. Briney. I think you have that on the record. I gave you the 
statement there and I haven’t changed my statement. I wish to 
waive that, or I wish to invoke my rights under the fifth amendment 
at this time. 

The CuarrMan. As to 1 o’clock today. Now, at 1:30 you testified 
that you were no longer a member. Who did you give your resigna- 
tion to? 

Mr. Brinrey. How? 

The CHarrMaNn. You testified at 1:30 this afternoon that you were 
no longer a member, and you say that if you were to tell us the truth 
as to whether you were a member at 1 o’clock, that would tend to 
incriminate you. That can mean of course only one thing, and that 
is that you were a Communist at 1 o’clock today. Who did you give 
your resignation to between 1 and 1:30? 

Mr. Brrney. I gave my information to no one except you people. 

The CuarrMan. Did you give a resignation to the Communist 
Party today? ‘This isn’t funny, Mister. 

Mr. Briney. I know it isn’t funny. I would like to answer your 
question. 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Briney. May I confer with counsel? 

The CuarrMAN. You may confer with counsel. 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Briney. I wish to invoke my privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment that anything that I might say now may tend to incriminate me. 

The CuarrMan., | think that you were asked the question before. 
Just so the record will be clear, did you tender a written or oral 
resignation from the Communist Party to any one today? 

Mr. Briney. I wish to invoke my rights under the fifth amendment. 

The CuarrMan. You feel if you were to tell us the truth, that might 
tend to incriminate you? 
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Mr. Briney. I wish to invoke my rights under the fifth amendment. 

The CuarrmMan. Did you hear my question? You cannot invoke 
the fifth amendment to protect yourself from perjury, and you can 
only invoke it if you feel a truthful answer might tend to incriminate 
you. 

Now, before we can allow you the fifth amendment privilege, I must 
know from you whether or not you feel that a truthful answer might 
tend to incriminate you. 

Mr. Briney. I insert the privilege under the fifth amendment that 
anvthing that I might say may tend to incriminate me. 

The Cuairman. In view of the fact that the witness has refused to 
tell the Chair whether or not he feels that a truthful answer might tend 
to incriminate him, he is ordered to answer the original question. 

There was a question whether or not he tendered his resignation 
either in written or oral form to the Communist Party today. You 
are ordered to answer that, because you have no fifth amendment 
privilege when you refuse to tell us that a truthful answer in your 
opinion might tend to incriminate you. You are ordered to answer. 

Mr. Briney. I wish to insert my rights under the fifth amendment, 
that anything that I might say may tend to incriminate me. 

The CHairMan. I may say at this time that I will ask the commit- 
tee to cite this man for contempt, because it is a frivolous use of the 
fifth amendment, unjustified use, and he cannot assert that right unless 
he feels that a truthful answer might tend to incriminate him. 

Senator McCLeLuan. You just testified under oath that you are 
not now a member of the Communist Party; is that correct? 

Mr. Briney. I said that 1 am not a member of the Communist 
Party. 

Senator McCie.ian. How do you know that you are not? 

Mr. Briney. Well, Senator—— 

Senator McCie.uan. Have you got any evidence to establish the 
fact that you are not now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Brrney. I have no evidence, and I can only tell you that I 
am not a member of the Communist Party. 

Senator McCLe tian. Do you have any evidence? 

Mr. Briney. I have no evidence to show that I am not or that I am. 

Senator McCuieuuan. Is it a question of your not having the 
evidence, and not having the knowledge or a question of you are not 
willing to tell this committee how you know that you are not a Com- 
munist? 

Mr. Briney. I know. Iam telling you that I am not a member of 
the Communist Party, and I have no intentions of being a member of 
the Communist Party. 

Senator McCue.uan. If you have not been a member, if you have 
not been a member then why would you think that you would be 
incriminated by answering the questions that have been asked you? 
If you have not been a member of the Communist Party, tell us how 
you feel you would be incriminated by answering the questions that 
have been asked you. 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Briney. I assert the privilege under the fifth amendment. 

Senator McCue.ian. Then, if you have been a member, and you 
say that you are not now a member, and you are telling the truth, oy 
know how you resigned or withdrew your membership, don’t you? 
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Mr. Briney. IJ assert the fifth amendment. 

Senator McCLeLtLan. Then the only way we have of knowing 
whether you are a member or not is the fact you say that you are not 
a member now, and you will not tell us whether you have been a 
member in the past; is that right? 

Mr. Briney. I gave you my oath, and I swear to God that I am 
not a member. 

Senator McCLeiuan. If you are not now a member, as vou sav. 
and you do not intend to be a member again, do you not feel that 
you have an obligation and duty to your country to help this com- 
mittee and other constituted authorities to discover and ferret out 
and examine possibly those who are in this conspiracy? Do you not 
feel an obligation and duty to your country to do that? 

Mr. Briney. Sure I do, and I will. I will do everything that I 
can to protect this country. 

Senator McCie tian. Will you waive the fifth amendment then, 
and start there, and see how far we can get with it? You said that 
you would do everything you could. Will you do that? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Briney. I would say this, that the whole Constitution should 
be waived. 

Senator McCieLian. You do not have to invoke it if you want to 
serve your country. 

Mr. Briney. It was there for the innocent as well, Senator, as 
anyone 

Senator McCieiuan. If you are innocent, it cannot hurt you. 

Mr. Briney. Many an innocent man has been prosecuted and 
pe rsecuted. 

Senator McCLetuan. Certainly, but if you are innocent you have 
nothing to fear by telling the truth, have you? Do you think telling 
the truth will incriminate you? 

Mr. Briney. I am fearful. 

Senator McC.Lei.an. You are afraid if you tell the truth, it will 
incriminate you? 

Mr. Briney. I am fearful. 

Senator McCLe.ian. That is all. 

Senator Munpt. You said you have been working for Westinghouse 
for 37 years? 

Mr. Briney. Thirty-seven vears, and I have never given any 
information to anyone that would be detrimental to this country or 
detrimental to even the company I have worked for, and IL have got 
a good record. 

senator Mi ND You have had an excellent record, and you worked 
for 37 years. You must have been promoted a number of times in that 
company from the day you started; is that not right, that you havea 
better job now than when you started? 

Mr. Briney. I am making more money than I made before; yes. 

Senator Munpr. Do you not think that you have some obligation 
to a company that has employed you for 37 years? 

Mr. Briney. I have. 

Senator Munpt. To come clean and tell the truth now as to the 
Communist activities which are jeopardizing our national security in 
a company which has been entrusted by the Government to make 
dlefense supplies? 
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Mr. Briney. I am pretty sure that the ec 
trust me, knowing that I would never revea 
detrimental to this country. 

Senator Munpr. There is something wrong with the company if 


mpany I work for would 
ung that would be 


it trusts you on the basis of vour testimony today l never saw you 
before, and you look like a good honest man to me, but a man who 
will come in here and cringe behind the fifth amendment, as you do, 
who says, “I don’t dare tell you whether 1 was a Communist at 1 
o’clock this afternoon, but | am not afraid to say at 1:30 that lam not 
a Communist,’ there is something radically wrong with that kind of 
argument, and something radically wrong with any security officer 
of Westinghouse who would accept that as a testimony of a true 
American, 

We are giving you a chance to come clean, and Senator McClellan 
suggested if you want to serve your country, now is the time to begin. 


Forget about the fifth amendment and tell us whether you were a 
Communist the day the subpena was served on you, and tell us 
whether you were a Communist when you had access to this defense 
material at Westinghouse, and do not cringe behind the amendment 
unless you have something to hide. 

I would plead with you as a good American to tell us whether you 
were a Communist the day you got the subpena, and if you were, go 
ahead and hide behind the fifth amendment, It is there for that 
purpose. But if you are not, say you were not, as you said you were 
not today. It is as simple as that. 

(Witness consulted with his counsel. 

Senator Munpt. Do you care to answer that, and avail yourself 
of an opportunity to testify as a good American? Answer the question 
directly, or will you continue to want to hide behind the fifth amend- 
ment on all questions prior to 1:30 this afternoon? 

Mr. Briney. Senator, with the hysteria that is in the country 
today, one is afraid. 

Senator Munpr. There is no hysteria if you can say no, and you 
‘an say I was, and I am sorry, I got out and here are some of the 
other people who are in here, and I hope I can help them get out. 
There is no hysteria except against people like you, who have not 
the courage or the good Americanism to answer the question, That 
is all. 

Mr. Briney. I will place my good Americanism against anyone in 
this country. 

Senator Munpr. It is only up to 1:30, and I would like to have a 
good American at least all day. 

Mr. Briney. My record will stand that. I fought for my country, 
and I would fight for them again. 

Senator Symrneton. I came in a little late. As I understand it, 
you have testified that you were not a Communist at 1:30 this 
afternoon, 

Mr. Briney. That is the statement I made. 

Senator Syminaton. In the record. 

Mr. Briney. It is in the record. 

Senator Symincton. But you take the fifth amendment on any 
time prior to that that you have been asked, is that right? 

Mr. Briney. That is right. 

Senator Symineron. Now, inasmuch as at least until the last 
session, in Pennsylvania, anyway, it was legal as I understand it to 
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belong to the Communist Party, if you belonged to the party and 
you left the party and you now tell us you left the party, why are 
you afraid of saying that you once were a member of the party? 

Mr. Briney. As I tried to explain to Senator Mundt, I believe it 
is, there is a great deal of hysteria in the country, and one can’t tell 
what may—somebody may want to persecute me. 

Senator SymineTon. You will agree, will you not, that you cannot 
be a good American and at the same time be a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Breiner. That is true. That is true. 

Senator Symineron. And yet you will not say whether from the 
time the chairman asked you before 1:30 that you were a member? 

Mr. Briner. I am fearful that anything that I might say may tend 
to incriminate me, and that is the reason I am only answering you in 
that way. 

Mr. Juniana. Mr. Briney, at 1:30 this afternoon, you testified in 
executive session that you were not a member of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Brinry. That is correct. 

Mr. JuLiANA. Starting at 2 o’clock this afternoon, you testified 
that you were not a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Briney. That is right. 

Mr. Juniana. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
you were outside between the executive session and the public session? 

Mr. Briney. I wish to invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Juttana. Are you now as you sit in the witness chair a member 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Brinry. I will say this, and I will correct myself on the previous 
question that you asked, that I said then that I was not, and I am 
saying now that I am not 

Mr. Juttana. Were you in between the two times that you testified 
from approximately 1:45 to 2 o’clock, were you then a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Briney. I invoke my rights under the fifth amendment, and 
I think that you are trying to trick me. 

Mr. JuLiANA. I am not trying to trick you. I am asking you a 
simple question. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Briney. May I confer with counsel? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Briney. I will give you an answer to that. 

Mr. Junrana. I wish you would. 

Mr. Briney. I just wanted to confer with him, so that I felt as 
though I might be trying to be tricked. 

Mr. Juniana. I assure you that there is no trickery in any of my 
questions. 

Mr. Briney. I will be glad to answer. I testified then at 1:30, I 
believe it was, or near there, that I was not, and I am telling you that 
I was not between now and up until I have made the statement at 
this time, and I told you that I have no intentions of becoming a 
Communist Party member in the future. That I have never engaged 
in any espionage, sabotage, nor never, never will I engage in that 
against this country. I will protect this country. 

Mr. Juniana. To keep the record clear, if we may, have you been 
a member of the Communist Party since 1:30 this afternoon, whether 
in the room or out of the room? 
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Mr. Briney. I testified and I just stated here previously on this 
that in between that time 

Mr. Jutiana. Answer my question, and then I am sure the record 
will be clear. Have you been a member of the Communist Party 
since 1:30 this afternoon, whether you sit in the witness chair or 
whether you stand out in the hall? 

Mr. Briney. No. 

Mr. Juuiana. That is fine. Are you a member of the Communist 
Party at this moment? 

Mr. Briney. I am telling you now I am not a member of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Jutrana. As of this moment? 

Mr. Briney. I am not a member of the Communist Party at this 
moment. 

Senator Munpr. Do you know Mr. Frank Nestler? 

Mr. Briney. I bave seen Frank Nestler. 

Senator Munptr. Where did you see him? 

Mr. Brrney. I think it was on the publication at one time, for 
another local in our union, and I have seen him in the district office 
of our local, and that is the only time I ever. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever attend a Communist cell meeting 
with Mr. Frank Nestler? 

Mr. Briney. I would not know that. I would not know that. 

Senator Munpr. Of course you would. 

Mr. Briney. | would not know what you would call a union meet- 
ing, and he might call it a cell meeting, and I would not know. I 
don’t know that I have ever attended a union meeting, but ] know 
that I have seen him once at least in a district office when he was 
down there on a newspaper article for his paper. That is the only 
time that I can ever recall seeing Frank Nestler. 

Senator Symineton. You do not know whether you have ever 
attended a union meeting? 

Mr. Briney. He may have been at a union meeting. 

Senator SymMinaron. But you have attended union meetings? 

Mr. Briney. | attend them all of the time. 

Senator SymMineron. Is your union controlled by people interested 
in the Communist Party? 

Mr. Brrney. I am the president of our local. 

Senator Syminetron. You are the president? 

Mr. Briney. I am the president of our local, and I have been since 
1948, and prior to that, from 1937 to, I think, 1948, or I hope you 
don’t hold me to the exact date, my memory—since 1937 to 1948, 
I think that I have been elected chief steward and elected president 
each year after that. And I have a good record with the people that 
I represent, and I am sure that they know how I feel. 

Senator SymineTon. Is your union still in the CIO? 

Mr. Briney. No. 

Senator Symineton. Was it removed from the CIO? 

Mr. Briney. They claim we were kicked out and we claim we 
withdrew from them because of their policies change, not in regards 
to anything that you people might think, but their policies had 
changed, and they are not fighting for the workingmen the same as 
our locals have. 

Senator Symineron. What was the reason they gave for domg 
that? 
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Mr. Brrney. Well, thev said that we were—well, I don’t know 
What thev said 
Senator Symineron. Yes; you know, Mr. Briney, what they said 


about your unlon 


' 1 -_ 
\ir. Briney. | know what the newspap 's said. 
<7] tear 9 
sSenAtoOr OYMINGTON Wi it did the newspapers sav! 
\lr. BRINE) The newspapers said w were kicked out beeause oft 


Communist domineering and dominated or something of that kind. 
Senator SymMincton. Do vou agree with that? 
Mr. Briney. No. 
The Cuatrman. Are any of the other officers of your union mem- 
bers of the Communist Party 


Mr. Briney. 1] could not answer that I would not know. 
The CHarRMANn. You do not know that any of them are? 


Vir. BRINE) I do not 

‘| 1@ CHAIRMAN, In other words. you ao not know of any other 
officer of the union who is also a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Briney. I do not. 

The CHarrMan. And you never attended any Communist meetings 
with anv other union leaders? 

Mr. Brrnry. | invoke the fifth amendment on that, and I am afraid 
that anv statement that 1 might make would tend to incriminate me. 

The CHARMAN. I will restate the question. Did you ever attend 
a closed Communist meeting with any of the officers of your union? 

Mr. Briney. | assert my rights under the fifth amendment, that 
any statement I might make may tend to incriminate me 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever meet Mr. Steve Nelson? 

The CuarrMan. Just a moment. I believe that he has waived the 
fifth amendment privilege when he said that he had no knowledge 
that any of them were members of the Communist Party, and I do 
not believe he can invoke the fifth amendment now, as to whether he 
attended closed Communist meetings with them. You will be ordered 
to answer that question, 

Mr. Briney. I refuse to answer that on the grounds it might tend 
to incriminate me, 

The CHatrMan. Now, your question was? 

Senator Munpr. Do you know Mr. Steve Nelson? 

Mr. Briney. I refuse to answer that on the grounds it might tend 
to incriminate me 

Senator Munpr. You know that Steve Nelson that I am talking 
about is the Communist leader in Pennsylvania? 

Mr. Briney. I have heard of him. 

Senator Munpr. Do you refuse to testify as to whether or not you 
know him on the basis of the fifth amendment? 

Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Brrney. I use the fifth amendment on that, Senator. 

The CHarrMan. I have just 1 or 2 additional questions. Did you 
ever discuss any classified work at GE with any member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Brinry. Would you repeat that question? You said some- 
thing about GE? 

The CHAIRMAN. Westinghouse, rather. 

Mr. Brivey. Repeat your question, then, will you, please? 

The CHarrMan. Did you ever discuss with any member of the 
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Communist Party any classified work that was being done at West- 
inghouse? 

Mr. Briney. I would not repeat any classified work to anybody, 
including you, because I would be afraid that I would do this country 
harm by doing so. 

The CHAtRMAN. Will you answer the question now? Did you ever 
discuss any classified work with any member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Brinry. No. I told you “No.” I would not say anything to 
anybody about classified work in our plant. 

Senator Munpt. Have you had access to classified work? 

Mr. Briney. Well, I have never, we have a couple of places in our 
plant that are screened off, and I have never had any occasion to go in 
there, and so I have never gone in there. 

Senator Munpr. Members of your union work in those places? 

Mr. Brinery. Oh, yes, and I understand that anybody, I never tried 
to go in, but I don’t know whether I would have been allowed to go in, 
but nobody told me I could not go in, and I have never been in there. 

Senator Munpr. Do you have any system at Westinghouse where 
certain workers have a special clearance to certain areas that other 
workers do not have? 

Mr. Briney. They give those people who work in there a special 
badge, and those are the ones that are permitted. I never asked for it. 

Senator Munpr. You have no such special badge? 

Mr. Briney. No, I don’t have it, and I never asked for one, and 
I had no occasion to go in there. 

Senator Munpr. You don’t exactly get those badges because you 
ask for them? 

Mr. Brinry. You have to get a clearance, and if I had occasion to 
go in there, then it would be my duty to go to the management and 
then they would either have to find out whether I could be cleared or 
not, in order to get in there. 

Mr. Kennepy. Do you belong to an organization at the present 
time which advocates the forceful overthrow of the Government by 
force and violence, the overthrow of the Government by force and 
violence? Do you understand my question? 

Mr. Brinery. No. 

Mr. Kennepy. Do you belong to an organization which advocates 
the overthrow of this Government by force and violence? 

Mr. Briney. No, I do not. 

Mr. Kernnepy. Did you ever belong to an organization which 
advocated the forceful overthrow of this Government? 

Mr. Briney. I would not know. I have never heard anybody say 
that they would forcefully overthrow, and if they did, I would neve1 
belong to the organization. 

Mr. Kennepy. You never have done anything illegal, or anything 
against the laws of this country? 

Mr. Briney. That is right. No, sir, I have never been arrested, 
and I have got a parking ticket. That is the extent that 

Mr. Kennepy. Have you ever done anything against the laws of 
this country? 

Mr. Briney. Not willingly nor will I do willingly or be forced to 
do it. 


40220—55—pt. S—3 
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Mr. Kennepy. Then I do not understand your answers to these 
questions, how you can say that a truthful answer to the question 
might tend to incriminate you, if there is nothing that you have ever 
done to incriminate you. 

Mr. Briney. It isn’t that. 

Mr. Kennepy. What is that? 

Mr. Briney. It isn’t that. There are many an innocent person that 
has been persecuted, and that is what I am more fearful of, and that is 
it. 

Mr. Kennepy. That is not the way you—you cannot use the fifth 
amendment under those conditions. You have to honestly believe 
that a truthful answer to the question that you are asked might tend 
to incriminate you. 

Now, is that what you feel? You feel that truthful answers to these 
questions that have been propounded up here, that a truthful answer 
to those questions might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Briney. It may. 

Mr. Kennepy. You have never done anything illegal? 

Mr. Briney. No. 

Mr. Krnnepy. I must say I cannot believe that you are using the 
fifth amendment properly. 

The Cuarrman. I agree, Mr. Kennedy, and I think that he should 
be cited for contempt. It is an abuse of the fifth amendment, and I 
will ask that the committee cite him on several grounds. Is that all? 

Senator Symineron. I would like to ask one question. How many 
members of your union are there? 

Mr. Brinery. How many? 

Senator Symineron. How many of your local? 

Mr. Brinry. How may are in the local? 

Senator SyMineTon. Yes. 

Mr. Brinry. Around 5,000, 5,200. 

Senator Symineron. And you are the president of the union today? 

Mr. Brinny. Yes, of the union, I am president of the union that 
covers two plants. 

Senator SymMinetTon. It covers two plants? 

Mr. Brinny. Yes. 

Senator Symineron. And you receive defense work from the 
Government? 

Mr. Brinry. Do I personally? 

Senator Symineron. The company. 

Mr. Brinny. The company has some; yes. 

Senator Symineron. Well, now, in all frankness, do you think that 
you should stay the president of the union if you take the fifth amend- 
ment as to whether you were or were not a Communist at 12 o’clock 
today, and yet say you were not a Communist at 2 o’clock today? 

Mr. Brinry. Well, the people in our plant, I am sure, have faith 
in me, and I have worked there 37 years, Senator, and I will tell you, 
[ am proud of the people that work in that plant, because those people 
have had faith in me, and I have faith in them. I have faith in this 
country. They have elected me each year. 

Senator SyMinaTon. I only have one more question, and the chair- 
man of the committee is recommending to the committee that you 
be cited for contempt. The question is why, if you believe the way 
you say you believe about the country, and if you made a mistake 
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and have been a member of the Communist Party, and if you are 
sincere in saying this afternoon that you have resigned from the 
Communist Party, inasmuch as it was no crime in the country to 
have belonged to the Communist Party in Pennsylvania, why are 
you so reticent about stating whether or not you have been a Com- 
munist, and especially as you are the president of a very large local 
doing defense work? 

Mr. Briney. | did not say that I was. 

Senator SyMINGTON. But you take the fifth amendment, which 
implies that you are. 

Mr. Briney. That is right. 

Senator SyMInNGTON. Especially you say that you are not now, but 
you take it 2 hours ago; that is hard to understand. You can see 
our problem in trying to follow vou on that; can you not? 

Mr. Briney. I can, and I can sympathize with you men. It might 
sound laughable, but 1 am as sincere as you people are. 

Senator Symineton. I think we are all grateful for your sympathy, 
but we would ask for a little help. 

Mr. Briney. I will do my share to protect this country. I will 
assure you of that. 

Mr. Kennepy. If the FBI asks you for some information, will you 
vive it to them? 

Mr. Britney. Do I have to answer that? I have talked to the 
FBI guys, or men. 

Mr. Kennepy. And you will give them all of the information, and 
you help the country by giving them all of the information they 
want; won’t you? Won’t you do that? After that patriotic speech 
you made, you at least would do that? 

Mr. Briney. I am not making a patriotic speech. 

Mr. Kennepy. You did. 

Mr. Briney. I am sincere 

Mr. Kennepy. You are a very loyal American, and I can see that, 
and so when the FBI asks you for some information, you will give 
them the information? 

Mr. Briney. I will consider every question they ask, and if it is 
detrimental to this country, I will assure you that I will do my utmost 
to help out. 

Mr. Kennepy. If you don’t like the question, you won’t answer 
it; is that right? 

Mr. Brrney. It just depends on what the question is, and he might 
ask me some questions that you yourself would not want to answer, 
you know. 

Mr. Kennepy. They never have, oddly enough. 

Mr. Briney. I have talked to them. 

Mr. Kennepy. They asked you some questions and you did not 
feel you wanted to answer; is that right? 

Mr. Briney. I am sure that they know what I answered to them. 

Mr. Jut1ana. Mr. Briney, I do not like to have you deceive the 
American people. Have you fully cooperated with the FBI? Answer 
yes or no. 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. JuLt1ana. You have made the statement that vou have talked 
to the FBI, and now have you fully cooperated with FBI agents? 
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Mr. Briney. What some people may say is full cooperation, and 
what some other person may say was not fully cooperative—— 

Mr. Juntana. Answer my question. Have you fully cooperated 
with the FBI agents? 

Mr. Briney. As far as I know, I have. 

The CuarrmMan. Let us get down to specifics. Did you give the 
BI information as to whether or not you are a Communist? 

Mr. Briney. I stand on the fifth amendment on that. 

The Cuarrman. Did you give the FBI the names of other members 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Briney. I stand on the fifth amendment to that. 

The CuarrmMan. The truth is the FBI tried to get information from 
you, and you refused to give them any information about members of 
the Communist conspiracy, and you refused to tell them whether or 
not you were a member of the Communist Party, you adopted the 
same attitude to the FBI that you have adopted here today. That 
is the truth; is it not? 

Mr. Brrney. Senator, I suggest you go to the FBI to get that 
information. 

The CHarrMan. Answer that question, sir. 

Mr. Briney. I refuse to answer that. It may tend to incriminate 
me 

Senator McCLeian. Is this exhibition that you have given here 
this afternoon fairly indicative of the same character of cooperation 
you gave to the FBI? 

Mr. Brinty. No— 

Senator McCLe.tutan. Whether in full or not? Would you say 
this is a fair demonstration of the character of cooperation that you 
gave to the FBI, this exhibition you put on here this afternoon? 

Mr. Briney. Senator, I hope that you men are not under the im- 
pression that I was giving an exhibition. 

Senator McCLeLuLan. That is what I would call it. You can call 

what you want to. 

Mr. Briney. I am awful sorry. 

Senator McCLeLian. You certainly have not been frank with this 
committee, 

Mr. Brinry. Well 

Senator McCLe.Luan. You speak about the hysteria in the country. 
I will ask you to state under oath if you do not realize that people who 
are ts aking the same position that you are today are creating a lot of 
hysteria about which you complain, and that you have contributed to 
it this afternoon. 

(The witness conferred with counsel.) 

Senator McCLe.Lan. Answer that under oath. Do you not realize 
that is true? 

Mr. Briney. You would have to phrase your question so I can 
understand it. I thought you were making a 

Senator McCietian. Do you not realize that people who are 
taking the position that you have taken here this afternoon, hiding 
behind the fifth amendment when questions are asked that are perti- 
nent to the security of this country, that are creating a lot of the 
hysteria in the country about which you complain, and do you not 
realize that your conduct here this afternoon has further contributed 
to that hysteria? 
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Mr. Briney. I don’t feel that it has, Senator. I am sure that if I 
have done anything wrong, then I think you people ought to prosecute 
me. I will tell you, I am not fearful of that. 

Senator McCLe.Lian. Maybe that will come later. I do not know. 

Mr. Briney. It will never come. 

Senator McCietian. I donot know. But what I am trying to find 
out is whether you are willing to cooperate with this committee, the 
FBI, and constituted authorities to help clear up this hysteria and 
remove the cause of it. Are you willing to do that? 

Mr. Briney. I think I have cooperated as much as I feel that I 
could without incriminating myself. 

Senator McCuieiuan. Is that the best answer vou can give? 


Mr. Briney. That is the best that I could give right now. 

Senator McCriextian. You have convinced me that you probably 
would incriminate yourself if you told the truth. 

The CuarrmMan. Just one question. Do you feel that Communists 
should be emploved in a defense plant handling classified material? 

Mr. Briney. Well, I think if they are proven Communists, | don’t 


think thev should be 

The CHarrMan. Whether they are proven or not, if they are Com- 
munists? 

Mr. Briney. They are not Communists, I wouldn’t think, until 


thev are proven. 


The CHarrMan. Let us say that a man isa Communist. You know 
that he is a Commu but we cannot prove it because vou invoke the 
fifth amendment. So he would not be a proven Communist, but vou 
know he is a Communis Let us assume vou attend Communist cell 
meetings with him. Do you think such a man should be employed in 


a defense plant handling classified material? 

(The witness conferred with bis counsel. 

Mr. Brinry. Well, I would say this, that every person is innocent 
of anvthing until thev are proven, and to take a man’s livelihood from 
him without proof of it I don’t think is right. 

The CHarrMan. Do you think that a member of the Communist 
Party sh vuld be em han l - classified ma- 
terial? That is a simple question. 

Mr. Briney. No. 

The CHarRMANn. You think he should not? 

Mr. Briney. Yes. 


The CHarrRMAN. Do you think that a man who takes the fifth 


ioved In a detense plant 


amendment as to whether he is a Communist should be employed in 
a plant handling secret material? 

Mr. Briney. Then he is still an innocent man. He hasn’t been 
proven guilty of being a Communist. 

The CHarrMan. Will you answer the question? 

Mr. Briney. I thought I answered it. 

The CuarrMan. The question was, Do you think that a man who 
takes the fifth amendment as to Communist activity should be 
employed in a defense plant handling secret work for the Government? 
It is a simple question of ‘‘ Yes” or “f No.”’ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Briney. I thought that any person is innocent until he is 
proven guilty. You say because he uses the fifth amendment he is 
guilty. I don’t agree with that. 
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The CuarrMan. In other words, you feel a fifth-amendment Com- 
munist should be employed in a defense plant? 

Mr. Briney. I don’t know fifth-amendment Communists. There 
are many innocent men, or many a person, that uses the fifth amend- 
ment that never has been guilty of any crime. That is the reason I] 
understood that the fifth amendment was there, to protect the in- 
nocent as well as one who might be guilty, until he is proven guilty. 

The CHarRMAN. It so happens that you are wrong. Unless you are 
guilty of something, you cannot incriminate yourself. Would you 
now answer my question? Do you feel that a man who takes the 
fifth amendment as to Communist activities should be employed in a 
defense plant handling secret material for the Government? 

Mr. Briney. Well, he is still innocent until he is proven guilty, 
and I think that that is 

Senator McC.Le.ian. I think we ought to be corrected. He is 


presumed to be innocent until he is proven guilty. But a murderer 
may be a murderer for years undiscovered and unconvicted. He is a 
murderer at the time he commits the deed. And a Communist may 


be a Communist without being discovered, and apparently you are not 
interested in helping this committee or any other constituted authority 
in discovering the Communists who are in a conspiracy against this 
country and the free world. ‘That is the position you are taking. If 
you want to take it, you can do it under the fifth amendment. As far 
as I am concerned, that is exactly what you have done, unless you 
want to correct it. 

Mr. Kennepy. You do not feel that Communists should be allowed 
to work in defense plants, then, do you? 

Mr. Brrnrey. Not on defense work, I don’t think. 

Mr. Kennepy. And you want to cooperate with the Government in 
getting rid of all of those Communists in the defense plants, don’t you? 

Mr. Briney. If they are Communists, and they are working on 
defense work, I don’t think they should be permitted. 

Mr. Kennepy. Now, would you tell the committee any people you 
know that are Communists that are working in defense plants? 

Mr. Briney. I couldn’t tell you that. 

Mr. Kennepy. Why? 

Mr. Brirney. You are asking me if I know of any, and I don’t know 
of any. 

Mr. Kennepy. You do not know of any Communist working in 
defense plants? 

Mr. Briney. Not in our plant that I could truthfully swear that 
they are Communists. 

Mr. Kennepy. You say under oath then that you do not know any 
Communists that are working in your plant? 

Mr. Briney. I don’t know any Communists in the plant. I will 
tell you. How could I tell whether they are Communists or not? 

Mr. Kennepy. That is not the question. Do you know or don’t 
you know? 

Mr. Briney. I don’t know that there is any Communist working 
in the plant. 

Mr. Kennepy. Thank you. 

The CHarkRMAN. You may step down. 

Mr. Briney. Excused, am I? 

The CHarrMan. Yes. Will counsel send a transcript of this record 
to the Westinghouse Air Brake? 
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Mr. JuLIANA. Yes, sir. 

The next witness is Mary Stella Beynon. 

The CHarrMAN. You have been sworn and you are reminded you 
are still under oath, Miss Beynon. 


TESTIMONY OF MARY STELLA BEYNON, PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Mr. Juniana. Will you give your full name for the record, please? 

Miss Brynon. Mary Stella Beynon. 

Mr. Jutrana. And do you live in Pittsburgh, Pa.? 

Miss Beynon. Yes. 

Mr. Jut1ana. Where are you now employed? ? 

Miss Brynon. Steel City Electric Co. 

Mr. Juurana. Pittsburgh, Pa.? 

Miss Beynon. Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Juut1ana. Have you ever been employed by the Westinghouse 
Air Brake Co.? 

Miss Beynon. No. 

Mr. Jutiana. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Miss Beynon. Yes. 

Mr. Jutrana. When did you join the Communist Party? 

Miss Beynon. February 5, 1946. 

Mr. Juntana. And when did you resign or leave the Communist 
Party? 

Miss Brynon. I was expelled on the 13th of May 1947. 

Mr. Juntiana. Why were you expelled from the Communist Party? 

Miss Beynon. The Communist Party got ahold of one of my reports 
and expelled me. 

The CHarrMAN. May Iinterrupt? I wish the young men would not 
take flash pictures while the witness is testifying. That includes all 
of you. 

Mr. Juniana. Could you talk a little louder, too, please? 

You say that the Communist Party got one of your reports? 

Miss Beynon. Yes. 

Mr. Juutiana. While you were a member of the Communist Party, 
were you reporting your Communist activities to the FBI? 

Miss Beynon. I volunteered before I joined the party, and I re- 
ported all of my information to the FBI. 

Mr. Juuiana. I see. Now, this report that you referred to was a 
report that you were going to give to the FBI? 

Miss Beynon. I mailed it. 

The CHarrMAN. May I get this record straight? The FBI knew 
that you were joining the Communist Party and when you joined you 
joined for the purpose of giving information to the FBI? 

Miss Beynon. That is right. 

The CuarrMAN. So that you were never in your mind a Com- 
munist, you merely were acting as a Communist in order to serve your 
country? 

Miss Beynon. That is right? 

The CuartrMan. Go ahead, Jim. 

Mr. Jut1ana. While you were a member of the Communist Party, 
did you know Theodore Wright? 

Miss Beynon. Yes. 
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Mr. JULIANA. W-r-1- 

Miss Beynon. Yes 

Mr. Jutiana. Where was he employed? 

Miss Beynon. Air Brake, Westinghouse Air Brake. 

Mr. Juniana. How long did you know him to be a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Miss Beynon. Well, he was a member when I belonged in the 
Kast Pittsburgh branch It was called the East Pittsburgh Electric 


-h-t! 


Che CHatrMan. Is Mr. Wright in the room? 
Mr. Juniana. Would you step forward, please, Mr. Wright? 
The CHarRMAN. Can you see Mr. Wright back there? 


Is tl he Mr. Wrig! 
5 \ ( V¢ 
( I That |] 
Yo n \ tep a e and we will put Mit \\ richt on the stand. 
ihe Cy IRA Via Wi oht \ l] you raise your richt hal d and be 
hi Lt¢ n hearin perore this committee, do vou 
ear to tell the trut he whole truth and nothing but the 
hh ( 
,) i 


TESTIMONY OF THEODORE WRIGHT, WILMERDING, PA. (ACCOM- 
ANIED BY DAVID SCRIBNER, ESQ., NEW YORK, N, Y. 


Vir. Wrieut My name is Theodore Wricht. My address is 
Woodlawn Avenue, Wilmerding, Pa 

Mr. J va. Where are you now employed, Mr. Wright? 

\I \\ HT Westinghou e Air B 

Mr. J I vA. We iInchous \ir Brake Co. in Pit sbur h, Pa ¢ 

Mr. Wricur. In Wilmerding, Pa. 

AY | JuLIANA. Wilmerdine? 

Mr. Wricnr. Yes 

Mr. Junrana. What is yi ur position there? 

Mi \"\ IGHT. | am a& Mac hine molder. 


\ Jy LIA as How long have you been so employed? 

MM Wricut. Thirty years 

Mr. Junrana. Mr. Wright, have you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Wricur. I am not a member of the Communist Party. 


Mr. Juntana. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 


Mr. Wrient. Mr. Chairman, I use my privilege under the fifth 
imenament 

Mr. Jutrana. Will you state in in full, please? 

Mr. Wricur. It might incriminate me. 

Mr. Jun1ana. Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
December 28, 1954, the day that you were served with a subpena to 
appear before this subcommittee? 
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Mr. Wricut. Mr. Chairman, I invoke my privilege of the fifth 
amendment. It might incriminate me. 

Mr. Jutrana. Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
December 29, 1954? ; 

Mr. Wricutr. Mr. Chairman, I invoke the fifth amendment. It 
might incriminate me 

Mr. Juniana. Were you a member on December 30, 1954? 

Mr. Wricutr. Mr. Chairman, I also invoke the privilege of the 
fifth amendment. It might incriminate me. 

Mr. Junrana. Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
December 31, 1954? 

Mr. Wricutr. Mr. Chairman, I also invoke the fifth amendment. 
It might incriminate me. 

Mr. Junrana. Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
January 1, 1955? 

Mr. Wricutr. Mr. Chairman, I also use the privilege of the fifth 
amendment. It might incriminate me. 

Mr. Juniana. And were you a member of the Communist Party on 
January 2, 1955? 

Mr. Wricutr. Mr. Chairman, I also invoke the fifth amendment, 
because it might incriminate me. 

Mr. Juniana. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
10 a. m. today, January 3, 1955? 

Mr. Wricut. Mr. Chairman, I also use the privilege and invoke 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Jutiana. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
1 p. m., January 3, today? 

Mr. Wricut. Mr. Chairman, I still use the privilege of invoking 
the fifth amendment. It might incriminate me. 

Mr. Juntana. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
1:30, January 3, 1955? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wricur. At 1:30, I testified before this committee that I was 
not. 

Mr. JuLtiaAna. You were not a member of the Communist Party, as 
your testimony reveals, in executive session, at approximately 1 30. 
When did you leave membership in the Communist Party? 

Mr. Wrieut. Mr. Chairman, I use my privilege of the fifth amend- 
ment, that it might incriminate me. 

Mr. Juuiana. As of this moment, are you a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Wrieut. Mr. Chairman, I still use the privilege of the fifth 
amendment. It might incriminate me. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. 

Mr. JuLiana. Were you a member of the Communist Party in 1947 

Mr. Wricut. Mr. Chairman, I still invoke the fifth wrrscarbaonae 
It might incriminate me. 

Mr. Juniana. In the late 1940's, specifically 1948, were you a mem- 
ber of the electrical i. mission of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Wricut. Mr. Chairman, I still invoke the fifth amendment, 
because it might ates me, 

Mr. Jutiana. Did you ever attend Communist Party meetings at 
the Carnegie Library in Pittsburgh, Pa.? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 


40220—55—pt. 8——4 
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Mir. Wrieutr. Mr. Chairman, I still invoke the fifth amendment 

Mr. Junrana. Did you attend district conferences of the Communist 
Party in Pittsbureh, Pa., in 1949? 

Mr. Wricu Mr. Chairman, I still invoke the fifth amendment 
It ht incriminate me 


Tha tness conferred with his counsel 
Mr. Junta? Do you know Mary Stella Beynon, the woman that 
dentified you in this hearing room? Did you get that? 

Mir. Wricu | don’t understand you 

Mr. JULIANA Do you know Mary Stella Beynon, the woman that 
] adentined you mM the hearin room? 

Nii \\ IGH' \l ry ole lla Beynon? 

Mr. Juul Yes, the woman that identified you a few minutes 
wo 

The witness conferred with his counsel 

Mir. Wricur. I still invoke the privilege of the fifth amendment 

Mir. Juniana. Was she a member of the Communist Party? 


Mir. Wrieutr. Mr. Chairman, I still invoke the fifth amendment 
It might ineriminate me 

Mr. Jutrana. Mr. Wright, have you ever served in the military of 
this countrv? 

Mr. Wricut. No 

Mr. Juniana. Did you ever serve as chairman of the union branch 
of the Communist Party? 

The witness conferred with his counsel. 

Mr. Wrigutr. Mr. Chairmen, just before, so Il may have something 
on the record here, you asked me was I a member now of the Com- 
munist Party. Is that right? 

Mr. Juntana. That was the previous question; yes, sir. 

Mr. Wricur. I stated to the committee that [ am not a member of 
the Communist Party. I want that to go into the record. 

Mr. Juniana. You are not now a member of the Communist Party, 
is that right? 

Mr. Wricur. I am not a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Juntana. Are you not as of this moment a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Wrieut. Mr. Chairman, I will use the privilege of the fifth 
amendment. 

The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wricur. Not at this moment; no. 

Senator Munprt (presiding). Make up your mind. Start over and 
let us get it right. 

Mr. Wriaur. Yes; let’s get it straight. 

Mr. Juniana. I will ask the question so we will have the record 
clear. Are you a member of the Communist Party as of this moment? 

Mr. Wrieur. No 

Mr. Juntana. | believe you testified and invoked the fifth amend- 
ment that you were a member of the Communist Party as of 1 o’clock 
this afternoon, is that right? 

Mr. Wricur. That 1 were? 

Mr. Junrana. I will ask the question for you. Were you a member 
of the Communist Party at 1 p. m., today? 

The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wricgur. Mr. Chairman, I still said to the committee before 
that | am not a member of the Communist Party. 
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Senator Munpr. That was not the question. The question was 
were you at 1 o’clock. 

Mr. Wrieut. I didn’t understand you. 

Mr. Juniana. Mr. Chairman, he previously answered that question 
by invoking his privilege under the fifth amendment, but I will ask 
it again, 

Were you a member of the Communist Party at 1 p. m., today? 

Mr. Wricur. | stated under the privilege of the fifth amendment 
that it might incriminate me. 

Mr. Junrana. All right. That is fine. There is a question on the 
record that is unanswered, and I will ask it again. Did you ever 
serve as chairman of the union branch of the Communist Party in the 
Kast Pittsburgh area of Pennsylvania? 

Mr. Wrienr. | still, Mr. Chairman, invoke the fifth amendment 
on that question. It might incriminate me. 

Mr. Juntiana. Were you a speaker at a Communist Party election 
rally held on October 29, 1950, at the Embassy Auditorium in Los 
Angeles, Calif.? 

Mr. Wrigut. I have never been in Los Angeles in my life. 

Mr. Junrana. Were you listed by the Daily People’s World, the 
West Coast edition of the Daily Worker, as the speaker at the Com- 
munist Party election rally October 29, 1950, at the Embassy Audi- 
torium in Los Angeles? 

Mr. Wriaur. | don’t know. 

Mr. Juttana. Youdonot know. You testified that you have never 
been in Los Angeles, is that correct? 

Mr. Wrieur. I didn’t understand you. 

Mr. Jutiana. Have you ever been in Los Angeles, Calif.? 

Mr. Wriaur. I have never been in the State of California. 

Mr. Juniana. I do not have any further questions. 

Senator Munpr. Senator McClellan, any questions? 

Senator McCietian. Do you want to be helpful to this committee? 

Mr. Wriaurt. IJ didn’t understand you. Want to be helpful to this 
committee? 

Senator McCLetuan. Yes. 

Mr. Wricur. Yes; I want to be helpful to the committee. 

Senator McCLe.LLANn. You do? 

Mr. Wriaur. Yes. 

Senator McCuietian. Tell us how you go about resigning or with- 
drawing from the Communist Party. How do you go about it? 

Mr. Wricut. How do you go about what? 

Senator McCLe.tuan. Resigning or withdrawing from the Com- 
munist Party. That will give us a little 

Mr. Wriaur. I stated to you, Senator, that I am not a member of 
the Communist Party. 

Senator McCLe.tuan. You said you were not now, but I am asking 
you how you go about getting out of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Wricur. Senator, to me this looks like, to me, that what this 
committee is doing here is not trying to find subversives, but even 
trying to have fellows with 30 years of service in my shop at Westing- 
house Air Brake, and also to see that they are thrown out of a job. 
The question that you are asking me about how to do this or do that, 
and as far as sabotage is concerned——— 

Senator McCue tian. I did not ask you anything about sabotage. 
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Mr. Wriecur. No; but I am telling you now. 

Senator McCLetuan. I am not asking you about sabotage. I am 
asking how you get out of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Wricur. I don’t know how you get out of no Communist 
Party 

Senator McCLeLian Sav so That is all I want. 

Mir. Wricur. You don’t have to shout. 

Senator McCie.ian. | want you to hear; I do not want to repeat 
it, and I want you to understand it. I want to ask you one other 
thing. You say you do not know how you get out of the Communist 
Party and vet you want to help this committee, and then you volun- 
teer a statement about what vou think this committee is doing. I 
vant to say to you that I think vou are trying to conceal Communists 
and you are not trving to be helpful to the committee. You do not 
want to help the committee. You asked for it. If you want to help 
the committee, answer these questions 

Mr. Wricur. I am not trying to conceal nothing from the com- 

Senator McCieLian. You are trying to conceal that which you 
say you think will incriminate you, are you not? 

Mr. Wricur. Trying to say what I think will incriminate me? 

Senator McCiexuan. Is that not right? 

Mr. Wricur. I don’t want nothing to incriminate me. 

Senator McCieiian. Then answer the question. 

Mr. Chairman, I think he should be ordered to answer the ques- 
tion. He said it won’t incriminate him and he said it under oath. 

Mr. Wrieur. | don’t want nothing to incriminate me. 

The CuarrMan. You just told Senator McClellan that nothing you 
could say would incriminate you. 

Mr. Wriaut. I didn’t say that. 

The CHarRMAN. Read the question 

The reporter read from his notes as requested.) 

The Cuarrman. I will withdraw the order. I thought you said 
nothing would incriminate you. The order is withdrawn. 

Senator SyMIneTon. If you decided that you would like to leave the 
Communist Party, where would you go, or to whom would you address 
a letter? 

Mr. Wricur. I stated just a moment ago that I am not a member 
of the Communist Party. 

Senator Symineton. I heard that. But you also took the fifth 
amendment as to whether you were a member this morning. If you 
wanted to resign, to whom would you write or with whom would you 
get in touch? Do you know any address? 

The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wricur. I still insert the privilege of the fifth amendment. 

The CHarrMan. You may step down. 

You will have a transcript of this record also sent to Westinghouse. 

Mr. Juniana. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrmMan. Who is your next witness? 

Mr. Juliana, just for the record, will you give us a brief résumé of 
the type of work that Westinghouse Air Brake does? 

Mr. Juniana. Mr. Chairman, it does a considerable amount of un- 
classified and classified work for the United States Government, and 
at the Wilmerding plant, where these two witnesses are employed, 
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it does work for the Air Force and Army Transportation Corps. In 
the letter received at our request from it, it states that the work is 
material to the defense effort of this country, and that sabotage to 
any degree would be harmful. 

The CHarrman. What type of cooperation are you getting from the 
company? 

Mr. Junttana. Mr. Chairman, they have been very cooperative witb 
the subcommittee. 

Senator Munpt. May I suggest, Mr. Chairman, when we send this 
transcript of the hearing, that you also request Westinghouse to report 
back to us on what action was taken on these two witnesses. 

The CHarRMAN. Without objection, that will be done. 

Who is your next witness? 

Mr. Juurana. Mr. Nestler will be called back again. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Nestler, can we call you back again? 


TESTIMONY OF FRANK NESTLER—Recalled 


The Cuarrman. Mr. Nestler, may I say that I think it takes a 


special brand of courage to do what you are doing, giving us the 
information here in a public session about members of the Communist 
conspiracy. [It would be so much easier for you just to invoke the 


fifth amendment and refuse to give us any information. 

I think the country owes you a debt of gratitude for what you are 
doing. This committee appreciates it very, very much. 

Mr. Nestiter. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Junrana. Mr. O'Donnell will proceed, sir. 

Mr. O’Donnetut. Mr. Nestler, I believe you testified previously 
that you were a member of the Communist Party from approximately 
1942 to 1946. During the period of time that you were in the Com- 
munist Party, did you know an individual by the name of William 
Heiston? 

Mr. Nestiter. Yes; I knew Mr. Heiston. 

Mr. O’Donnetu. Did you attend any Communist Party meetings 
where William Heiston was present? 

Mr. Nesturer. I have been at many meetings with Bill Heiston. 
Some of them were. 

Mr. O’DoNnNELL. Some of them were. Were they closed Com- 
munist Party meetings? 

Mr. Nester. That is what I don’t recall, sir. 

Mr. O’Donnetu. Did you know William Heiston as a member of 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. Nesturr. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. Is William Heiston in the room? 

Mr. Jun1ana. Yes; he is, Senator. 

The CuatrMan. Would you stand up, Mr. Heiston? 

Would you look at this man and see if this is the William Heiston 
you knew as the Communist? 

Mr. Nestuer. Yes; that is Bill Heiston. 

The CuatrMan. Mr. Heiston, we have a practice of allowing a man 
who is accused of being a member of the Communist conspiracy to 
come forward and deny that he is, or admit that he was, and he is 
reformed, to give whatever testimony he cares to. 

Therefore, we will have Mr. Nestler step aside and have Mr. Heiston 
come forward. 
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Can I ask you a question? 

Do you recognize this gentleman, this individual, as a member of the 
Communist Partv? 

Miss Beynon. Yes 

The CHarrMAN. You do. 

Would you stand and raise your right hand? In this matter now 
in hearing before this committee, do you swear to tell the truth, the 

l 


whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 


Mir. Hetsron. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM L. HEISTON, JR., TURTLE CREEK, PA. 
(ACCOMPANIED BY DAVID REIN, ESQ., COUNSEL, WASH- 
INGTON, D. C. 


Mr. O'DonNnELL. Would you please state your full name for the 
record? 

Mr. Hetston. William Louis Heiston, Jr. 

Mr. O’Donnei. Where do you live? 

Mr. Herston. Turtle Creek, Pa. 

The CuarrmMan. How do you spell that? 

Mr. Hetston. The name? 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes 

Mr. Herston. H-e-i-s-t-o-n. 

‘The CHAIRMAN. H-e-i-s-t-o-n? 

Mr. Heisron. That is right. 

Mr. O’DonnEtL. You live at Turtle Creek, Pa.? 

Mr. Hetsron. That is right. 

Mr. O’DoNnNELL. Street address? 

Mr. Hetsron. 142 Shaw Avenue. 

Mr. O’DonneELL. Would counsel identify himself for the record? 

Mr. Rein. David Rein, 711 14th Street, Washington, D. C. 

The CuarrMaAn. You understand that you can consult with counsel 
whenever you desire to do so. 

Mr. O’DonnELL. Where are you employed at the present time, 
Mr. Heiston? 

Mr. Hetston. Westinghouse Electric, in East Pittsburgh. 

Mr. O’DonneEtu. That is in Pennsylvania? 

Mr. Herston. That is right. 

Mr. O’DonneEtL. How long have you been so employed by that 
company? 

Mr. Herston. Total length of service is approximately 24 years. 

Mr. O’DonneE.tut. What specific work do you do in that company? 

Mr. Herston. Maintenance electrician. Iam called a wire man. 

The CHatRMAN. Could I interrupt? 

Are you employed by Westinghouse Electric or Westinghouse Air 
Brake? 

Mr. Herston. Electric. 

The CHarrMan. Electric. 

Mr. O’DonneE.u. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party, Mr. Heiston? 

Mr. Herston. I accept the use of the fifth amendment, that any- 
thing I may say, to that question, may incriminate me. 

Mr. O’Donne.u. Are you a member of the Communist Party as 
of today? 
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Mr. Herston. I use the fifth amendment, that anything I say may 
tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. O’DoNnNELL. Were you ever a member of the Electrical Com- 
mission of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Herston. I use the fifth amendment, that anything I may say 
may incriminate me. 

Mr. O’DonnELL. Have you ever attended district conference meet- 
ings of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Hersron. I will use the fifth amendment, that anything I may 
say may tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. O’Donnetu. Do you work on any classified contracts that you 
know of in the plants? 

Mr. Hetston. No. J am a maintenance wireman. 

Mr. O’Donneti. Do you know whether you have a security 
clearance? 

Mr. Hersron. A security clearance? I don’t know of any security 
clearances in the plant. I have never heard of security clearances. 

Senator SyMinGcTron. Have you worked on any defense work while 
you were at Westinghouse Electric? 

Mr. Herston. No, sir. I am a maintenance wireman. 

Senator Symineton. What is your union? 

Mr. Herston. The union that is in the plant—— 

Senator Symrnton. What is the name of it? 

Mr. Herston. The union in the plant is the International Electrical 
Union, CIO. 

Senator SymincTon. You are a member of the union that is still in 
the CIO? 

Mr. Hersron. That went into the CIO. 

Senator Syminaton. Were you a former member of the United 
Electrical Workers? 

Mr. Heisron. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. An electrical maintenance man—does that mean 
that you maintain the powerlines into the various branches of the 
plant? If something goes wrong you repair those? Is that the gist 
of your work? 

Mr. Herston. Well, the Westinghouse it is an awful big company 
and there are an awful lot of maintenance men. I think we have 
approximately maybe 150 wiremen, that is, wiremen and helpers 
combined. So I can’t say I maintain the Westinghouse equipment. 

Senator Munpr. If it were assumed, which is obviously not the 
case, if you worked there 24 years, that you were incompetent or 
didn’t know how to do your job, failure on your part would result in 
the failure of the powerlines that serves this Westinghouse Electric, 
is that right? 

Mr. Herston. Well, no. The plant is too big for that. 

Senator Munpt. One particular section of the plant where the line 
happened to go? 

Mr. Heston. Not even one particular section of the plant. The 
work is that big. Usually there are maybe 5 or 6 of us that work on 
one particular job in my line of work. We may have—most of my 
work is installing test equipment. 

Senator Munprt. In other words, the function of men in your capac- 
ity is to keep the power flowing into the various items of machinery 
that fabricate things at Westinghouse. You don’t make anything 
yourself, like washing machines or anything of that kind? 
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Mr. Hetsron. It is bigger than that. That is just one part of the 
job, where they put power into various parts of the shop. The others 
are that they set up test equipment to make tests of various types. 

Senator Munprt. The point I am trying to make is that it seems to 
me that while you are not engaged in manufacturing classified war 
materials, you are engaged in supplying power to the machines that 
might make classified war materials, so it is rather important to the 
country that we have good men as maintenance men, isn’t that right? 

Mr. Herston. Well, I would say some of the power is manufactured 
by the company, and some is bought from the Duquesne Light Co., 
coming from outside. ‘They don’t manufacture all of their own power. 

Senator Munpr. At the time you joined with Westinghouse origi- 
nally, were you a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Hetsron. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment, that anything I may say may tend to incrimi- 
nate me. 

Senator Munptr. Do you know whether Westinghouse Electric 
makes it a practice to keep on its employment rolls what have come 
to be known as fifth-amendment Communists? 

Mr. Hersron. I don’t know the policy of the company. 

Senator Munpr. Do you think it would be a good policy for West- 
inghouse to employ Communists? 

Mr. Herston. Well, I think that all people should have the right 
to work. 

Senator Munpt. Whether they are Communist or not? 

Mr. Hetsron. Yes, if they are not guilty of any type of sabotage, 
thinking of sabotage I think everybody has a right to work. 

Senator Munpr. Do you think we are going to have a pretty good 
defense system if we have the Communists manufacturing the weapons 
to protect us against Communists? Do you think we will be pretty 
strong that way? 

Mr. Herston. There might be different types of Communists. I 
don’t know. 

Senator Munpr. Do you know of any types? Could you give us 
some illustrations? 

Mr. Hetston. No. I just thought there may be. 

Senator Munpt. Do you know any good Communists? 

Mr. Hetston. What is that? 

Senator Munptr. Do you know any good Communists? 

Mr. Hetston. No. I said there could be, though. 

Senator Munptr. Do you know any? 

Mr. Herston. No. 

Senator Munpt. Do you know any bad ones? 

Mr. Herston. No. 

Senator Munpt. You don’t know any Communists? 

Mr. Hetstron. I wouldn’t want to say whether anybody was good 
or bad. 

The CuHatrMan. Senator Mundt asked you whether you knew any 
Communists. You haven’t answered that yet. 

Mr. Hetston. I decline to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment, that anything I say may incriminate me. 

The CuatrMan. Well, let’s see if you are entitled to avail yourself of 
the fifth amendment there. You said you didn’t know any good Com- 
munists; you didn’t know any bad Communists. Senator Mundt 
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asked you whether you knew any Communists. I think you waived 
the fifth amendment previously You will be ordered to answer the 
question. I assume you still decline? 

(Witness conferred with counsel 

Mr. Hersron. I am still using the fifth amendment in answer to 
that, that anything I may say may tend to incriminate me 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever see Mr. Nestler before today? 

Mr. Herston. I saw Mr. Nestler as a worker in the shop, in West- 
inghouse. He was a member of the union, the local union, 601. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever attend any meetings with }im? 

Mr. Herston. Union meetings, ves. 

Senator Munpr. Any other kind of meetings? 

Mr. Herston. Well, now, I don’t know about other kind of meet- 
ings. Ihave attended all types of meetings 

Senator Munpr. Tell us some of the types you attended with Mr. 
Nestler. 

Mr. Herston. Well, personally with Mr. Nestler, I couldn’t even 
cite one meeting that I attended with him, outside of union meetings 
I don’t reeall. 

Senator Munptr. Did you ever meet Stella Beynon before this 
morning or this afternoon? 

Mr. Hetsron. I will use the fifth amendment on that, that any- 
thing I may sav may tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Munpr. You use the fifth amendment on any recognition 
of Stella Beynon? 

Mr. Hetsron. Yes, sir. 

The CuHatrMan. Was she telling the truth when she said you were 
a Communist? 

Mr. Herston. I will use the fifth amendment on that, and say that 
anything I may say may tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Cuatrman. Was Mr. Nestler telling the truth when he said you 
were a Communist? 

Mr. Hetsron. I will use the fifth amendment on that, that any- 
thing I may say may tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Munpr. Assuming that you are not a member of the Com- 
munist Party, wouldn’t this be a pretty good time for you to state 
that under oath, recalling that a great many fine corporations are 
adopting the rule that they are not going to employ people who refuse 
to answer questions about their Communist connections, insofar as 
they are charged with manufacturing defense equipment for the 
Government? It might be a wonderful chance for you under oath 
to deny these charges made against you in public. 

For you to refuse to deny it, for you to refuse to avail yourself of 
that opportunity, you are certainly wise enough to realize, casts a 
very grave shadow of doubt on your past connections. 

It would seem to me it would be a lot smarter for you if you are 
not a Communist to say so, so you could go back to work. Certainly 
nobody on this committee believes you should go back to work if you 
refuse to deny it when you have the chance. 

We have no desire to separate anybody from his job if he is a Zoo | 
American. But we don’t want anybody hiding around behind the 
fifth amendment where he can become a saboteur when he gets orders 
from Moscow to do it. 

It seems to me you ought to think pretty seriously before you just 
cut yourself off from the means of a livelihood by hiding behind the 
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fifth amendment, unless what you have been doing is of such a nature 
that it would incriminate you. Of course, you can jump from lilly 
pad to lilly pad without getting caught, maybe, like that. 

We have had quite a few witnesses, like Mr. Heiston, on sober 
reflection where you are sitting, who have said ‘All right, here is the 
story, here is the truth.”” And they have gone back to work. 

We have no desire to punish somebody for a past mistake. But if 
he continues to connive with the Communists, we want to do what 
we can to break up that conspiracy. 

Mr. Herston. Mr. Senator, you mentioned sabotage there. It was 
inferred that I might commit sabotage. I don’t like the inference. 

Senator Munpr. I doubt that you have. 

Mr. Hy ISTON. ] never considered sabotage and | wouldn’t consider 
sabotage for anvone or any individual, period. 

senator Mr NDT. Well, there are a lot of different types of sabotage 
It doesn’t have to be blowing up a plant. It doesn’t even have to be 
a bad job on a maintenance powerline. There are a lot of other kinds 

The Communists do a pretty good job of sabotaging workmen by 
getting them confused, bewildering them, getting them so they are 
afrs sid to stand up and be counted as Americans. 

There are a lot of ways that they could bring about sabotage. 
Whatever impells you now not to come out and answer a forthright 
question might impell you later to take another step. 

l am trying to get you to say “All right, I am going to separate from 
the past. I have nothing to hide. I was a Communist and I have 
quit.”” Or, “I am a Communist and I quit now.” Or, better yet, if 
you could do it honestly, say ‘I never was a Communist. These 
people who have testified are mistaken.” 

We have 2 reliable witnesses under oath, 1 of them a former agent 
for the FBI, who have testified that they not only knew you to be a 
Communist, but they sat in Communist meetings with you. 

Do you reasonably expect Westinghouse Electric to take money 
from the Government to build defense plants and defense equipment 
on the one hand and employ you on the other hand? 

Mr. Hetstron. Yes, because I wouldn’t sabotage. 

Senator Munprt. It isn’t a question of whether you would sabotage. 
It is a question of whether you are a good security risk on that par- 
ticular job. If you are a good security risk, in my book, you would 
say “All right, I will answer the question.’ 

Mr. Herston. In my own mind, I am a good security risk. 

Senator Munpt. That might be. But in your own mind, you 
might decide to convince the rest of us that you are by answering 
the questions. 

Mr. Herston. And I think from the immediate supervisors, you 
could question any one of them individually and they will say I am 
a good security risk. 

Senator Munpr. If you are smart enough to be a Communist, you 
are smart enough to prove to your supervisors. That wouldn’t 
prove anything. 

Mr. Herston. Do you have to be smart to be a Communist? 

Senator Munpr. I don’t think so. I think you are pretty stupid 
to be a Communist. And more stupid not to tell whether you are or 
not, when you have a chance, because I don’t see any future for you 
working in this kind of world, where a corporation is manufacturing 


SUBVERSION AND ESPIONAGE IN DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENTS 337 


defense equipment, and for you to come down to Washington and 
sav “There is something in my record so bad that if I tell the truth 
about my past Communist connections I am going to incriminate 
myself.” 

I am sure if you were sitting in t 


he position that somebody is 1m 
Westinghouse, you would have to tell that fellow that hi couldn’t 
work there anv more, because he is a security risk 

Mr. Hetsron. From what I have read in the papers and seen at 
hearings about this committee, | don’t see where | could trust them 
on anything. 


Senator Munpr. I could give you the names of quite a few people 
in Bethlehem Steel who sat where you sat and who used to be Com- 
munists and who are sorry about it, and who are back working now 
And some of their benchmates who hid behind the fifth amendment 
are out of a job. So just find the evidence right ther 

No further questions, if he doesn’t want to deny it. I tried to give 
him a chance, but he wouldn’t. 

The CHarrMan. Let me ask you this question: Must members of 
the Communist Party follow the orders of the Communist leadership? 

Mr. Herston. What is that? I didn’t get that 

The CHarrMan. I say, are members of the Communist Party bound 
to follow the orders of the Communist leadership? 

Mr. Hetston. I wouldn’t know. 

The CHatrMAN. You say vou don’t know? 

Mr. Herston. No. 

The CHarrMan. Have you ever attended a Communist meeting? 

Mr. Herston. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

The CuarrmMan. Have you ever been told by any Communist 
leader that you had to follow the orders of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Herston. No. 

The CHatrMan. You never have been? 

Mr. Hetstron. No. 

The CHatrRMAN. Have you ever discussed your work with any mem- 
ber of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Herston. Well, by ‘“work’’, what do you mean ‘‘work’’? 

The CHatrMan. Well, whatever you mean by work. We will take 
your definition. 

Mr. Herston. Do you mean the matter of working conditions 
wages, hours? 

The CuarrmMan. Anything about your work. Have you discussed 
it with members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Herston. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment, that it may incriminate me. 

The Cuarrman. If the Communist Party were to give you orders, 
would vou follow those orders? , 

Mr. Herston. No, sir. 

The CuatrMan. The answer is, ““No’’? 

Mr. Herston. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, you would use your own judgment 
rather than following the orders of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Herston. I would use my own judgment on any order, on 
any item, or anything. 


, 
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The Cuarrman. I am almost reluctant to compliment a fifth- 
amendment Communist, but [ may say that you are much more 
straightforward than two of the other witnesses who resigned from 
the party this morning so they could come in here this afternoon 
and say they were not members, and attempt to save their jobs. You 
at least have been frank in invoking the fifth amendment, up until 
now. You could have resigned half an hour ago, I assume, also, 
and then rejoined tomorrow 

| may say that I heartily ap prove of the policy adopted by a number 
of companies handling defense work, that they will not employ fifth- 
amendment Communists. 

\s Senator Mundt has said, it is rather ridiculous to have the com- 
pany handling secret defense work on the one hand to protect us 
against the Communist threat, and, on the other hand, paying out 
money to members of the Communist conspiracy. 

You seem to be more intelligent than the average fifth-amendment 
Communist who comes here. I wish you would sit down and think 
this over, and talk it over with some of your friends who are not Com- 
munists, and decide to come back here and give us information which 
I am sure you have. 

You see, we have the sworn testimony that you have been a member 
of the Communist conspiracy. If you have decided that that was a 
mistake, if you decide to break with the party, to go to the FBI and 
give them the information which you have, that would be of tremen- 
dous benefit to your country. 

While you say that you would not commit sabotage, many of the 
Communists whom you, of necessity, know, are under stricter disci- 
pline and would have committed sabotage in case of war with Com- 
munist Russia. 

[I do wish you would give this some thought. From your appearance 
you don’t look like the type of man who should belong to the Com- 
munist conspiracy. 

I have no further questions. 

Mr. O’DonnNELL. Just one question. 

Would you state your date and place of birth, please? 

Mr. Herston. Turtle Creek, Pa., 1906. 

Mr. O’Donnetu. Can you give us the exact date of your birth? 

Mr. Herston. The 17th. 

Mr. O’Donne tu. Of what? 

Mr. Hetsron. 1906. 

Mr. O’Donnett. The 17th of what? 

Mr. Herston. December. 

Mr. O’DonneEtu. And the place? 

Mr. Herston. Turtle Creek. 

The CHAIRMAN. You may step down. 

If you change your mind and decide to give us information, you may 
contact the staff of the committee. 

Mr. Juttana. Mr. Chairman, before we go on with another witness, 
I would like to take up at this time—I understand one of the Senators 
has to leave—this other matter. This morning we made mention of 
the executive testimony of Mr. Garfield, and there was a suggestion 
on the part of Senator McClellan that it be put into the public record. 
I would like to now receive majority consents to make that record 


public. 
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Senator McCrietian. Mr. Chairman, I make the motion that it 
be made a part of the record. 

Senator Munprt. I second the motion. 

The CHatrMANn. The motion has been made and seconded that the 
Garfield executive session testimony be made a part of the public 
record. 

All in favor say, ‘‘Aye.”” Opposed? 

The motion is unanimously carried. 

I understand you had other testimony you also wanted to make part 
of the public record. 

Mr. Juntana. Yes, sir, the executive session testimony of Diantha 
Hoag, a former employee of Westinghouse Electric Corp... in Buffalo, 
N.Y. She testified on August 6, 1954, and immediately after testify- 


t 


ing in executive session she went out of the hearing room and volun- 
tarily rave her own press conterence to the members of the press She 
summarized her testimony for the members of the press and received 
nationwide publicity in the newspapers 

Ther ore, we are not violating any confidence bv making this 
executive session publie. She has since been fired by Westinchouse 
Klecti Co., in Buffalo, N. Y 

I would also like to suggest that this executive session testimony be 

acd pul lic 

The CHArRMAN. I understand that you have discussed this case 
with the Department of Justice informallh 
indicated that to reveal this might be a good test eas 

Mr. JuniaAna. That is correct 


s rv McCuiextitan. Mr. Chairman e hay summary here 
before us I assume you are making publ tiie lentical testimony, 
the transcript, and not the summary? 

Mr. Jun1ana. The transcript, Senator 


.e trans 

Senator McC.Le.utan. Making it public in full? 

Mr. JULIANA. Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. Do | hear a motion to make that publi¢ ? 

Senator Munpr. I so move 

Senator SyMINGTON. I second 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion has been made and seconded that the 
testimony of Diantha Hoag taken in executive session be made part 
ot the publie record at this point 

The date of that was what? 

Mr. O’DonneEtL. August 6, 1954 

The CuatrMan. All those in favor will say, ‘Aye’. Opposed? 

The motion is unanimously carried. The testimony will be made 
public." 

For the benefit of the press, you may wonder when you can get this. 
I assume it won’t be available until tomorrow morning, because it is 
rather lengthy. We will try and have it available for you in the 
morning. 

Your next witness, Jim? 

Mr. Jt LIANA. The next witness, Mr. Chairman, is Frank Nestler. 

The CHAIRMAN. We will recall Mr. Nestler. 





1 The testimony of Diantha Hoag, heard in executive session, August 6, 1954, will be found in pt. 6, 5 
version and Espionage in Defense Establishments and Industry. 
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TESTIMONY OF FRANK NESTLER—Recalled 


Mr. Juntana. Mr. Nestler, while you were a member of the Com- 
munist Party, did you know a man by the name of Peter Lydon as a 
member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Nestruer. Yes, sir 

The Cuarrman. Is Peter Lydon in the room? Is Mr. Lydon 
here? 

\tr. Nestruer. Yes, there he is [indicating]. 

The CuarrmMan. Mr. Lydon, I am sure you have been hearing the 
practice that when a man’s name has been mentioned as a member of 
the Communist conspiracy, he has the opportunity to come forward 
and admit or deny it. So will you come forward, please? 

What year did you know him as a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Nestiter. Well, in 1946 he was a chairman of the East Pitts- 
burgh branch of the Communist Party. 

The CuarrMan. Chairman of the East Pittsburgh branch of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Nestrier. Yes, sir. 
The CuarrMan. You have been sworn, Mr. Lydon. 


TESTIMONY OF PETER THOMAS LYDON 


The Cuarrman. Mr. Lydon, you indicated in executive session 
that you would now be willing to give the information which you have 
about the Communist Party to the FBI, is that right? 

Mr. Lypon. That is right. 

The CuarrMan. And you are willing to give them all the information 
that you have? 

Mr. Lypon. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. I think the record should show that while they 
have contacted you before, previous to your being called here, you did 
not give them all the information you had. So if you will do that now, 
that will be of tremendous value. It will be a service to your country. 
When did you drop out of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Lypon. Late in 1946. 

The CuarrMan. Late in 1946. And you did have some contact 
with the party after that, is that right? 

Mr. Lypon. No, sir; I dropped all contacts with them. 

The CuarrMan. No contacts with them after that? 

Mr. Lypon. No, sir. 

The CuarrmMan. Where were you working at the time you dropped 
out of the party? 

Mir. Lypon. Westinghouse Electric. 

The CuarrMANn. Westinghouse Electric. And you are working at 
Westinghouse Electric yet? 

Mr. Lypon. That is right. 

The CuarrmMan. And you haven’t attended any Communist Party 
meetings since 1946? 

Mr. Lypon. 1946 or early 1947. I think it was late in 1946 when 
I left. 

The CuairMANn. We are not going to ask you to name other members 
of the Communist Party here today in public session, because we have 
a practice of not doing that unless the person who is named is present. 
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I frankly was surprised to find you to be a cooperative witness this 
morning. I thought you would take the fifth amendment. We 
weren’t prepared for your testimony. I will ask you to keep in con- 
tact with the staff of our committee, who will notify the FBI that 
you are willing to talk to them. They will undoubtedly put a man 
in contact with you. 

It is understood now that, under oath here today, you tell us that 
you will? 

Mr. Lypon. That is right. 

The CuatrMAN. You will give the FBI all the information you have 
about the Communist conspiracy, the names of the people that you 
remember, those who attended meetings, everything you know? 

Mr. Lypon. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Lydon, you dropped out of the Communist 
Party in 1946 or 1947. How long had you been in? 

Mr. Lypon. About 2 or 3 years. I think it was around 1944 when 
I went in. 

Senator Munpt. Can you tell us the circumstances. by which you 
were recruited into the party? 

Mr. Lypon. Do you mean who recruited me? 

Senator Munprt. Yes, or how you got in? 

Mr. Lypon. Well, I don’t recall exactly who recruited me. I was 
handed an application to—it was the Communist Political Association 
at that time. I had been elected a steward in my section. I started 
going to the union office and that is how I got the application. 

Senator Munpt. Did they make some kind of a charge when you 
first went in? Did you have to pay some kind of a fee or a standard 
amount, or how did you get in? 

Mr. Lypon. There was a dollar initiation, I think. I don’t recall 
just now. 

Senator Munpr. A dollar initiation? 

Mr. Lypon. I think so. 

Senator Munpr. Did they charge you regular dues while you 
were in? 

Mr. Lypon. Yes, sir. But don’t recall how much that was. 

Senator Munpt. Have you any idea how much it was? 

Mr. Lypon. No; I don’t. That has been so long ago that I don’t 
remember now what it was. 

Senator Munpr. At the time you knew Mr. Nestler, back there in 
1946, did you know him.to be a Communist at that time? 

Mr. Lypon. I don’t remember seeing Frank at a Communist meet- 
ing. It is possible, but I don’t recall seeing him. 

The Cuarrman. Would you speak louder? 

Mr. Lypon. I say I don’t recall ever seeing Frank at a Communist 
meeting. It is possible I may have, but I don’t recall right now. 

Senator Munpr. You remember seeing him about that time, but 
you don’t recall whether it was a Communist meeting or maybe a union 
meeting or just some place else? 

Mr. Lypon. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. How did you happen to drop out of the party? 

Mr. Lypon. Well, I was raised a Catholic, and after I was in it, and 
realized that this was a conflict with my religious beliefs, then I could 
no longer stay in it. 
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Senator Munptr. When you dropped out or after you dropped out, 
did any Communist ever contact you to try to get you back in? 

Nii L.YDON No. sir 

Senator Munpr. They paid no attention to you after you dropped 


Ny | YDON No sir 
Senator Munpr. What was your process of dropping out? Did 
ve ist « lit pavine dues or did you 7°90 to somebody and say ' am 
the outfit now’? Or how did vou do it? 
\l Lypon. | stopped attending n eetinges and stopped paying dues. 
Senator Munpr. You didn’t put anything in weiiing? 
Mr. Lypon. No, sir 





Mr. O’ DONNELL Mr. Lydon, several Witnesses have appeared 
fore us today. I don’t know whether you were in the room or not. 
Did you know Joseph Slater of Westinghouse Electric Corp. as a 

ember cf the Communist Partv? 

\1 LYDON | don’t ever recall) seeing Joe at a meeting either 

N O’DONNELI Did vou know Williar Heiston, Jr., of Westing- 

Klectrie Corp. as a member of the Communist Party? 

NI luypon. I don’t recall seeing him at any mee ings 

) O’DonnetL Did you know Harold Briney of Westinghouse 
\ g as a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr Lypon No, I don’t [ have only seen him, I think, once 

) today 
\ O’Donneu. Did you know Theodore Wright of Westinghouse 
\ K ¢ sa member of the Communist Party? 
Ir. Liuypo Yes 
O’Dopr I Did vou know of an Evelyn Derin of Westine- 
house Electric ¢ orp. aS a member ol the Communist Partv? 
Mr. ] O Yes 
Mr O’Do Did vou know an Alfred Ovler of Westinghouse 
Corp. as a member of the Communist Party? 
\I Lypon. | onlv saw him at one meeting 
\lr. O Don NELI Was that A closed Comn ist Farty n eeting? 


M Lypon. No. 

Mir. O°’ DonNELL. Was it a Communist Party meeting? 

Mr. Lypon. It was a meecng at which William Foster spoke, and 
Ovler was the chairman where William Foster spoke. 

Mr. O’DonneEtL. Who is William Z. Foster? 

Mr. Lypon. He was the national chairman of the Communist 
Party 

Mr. O’Donnetu. Do you know an Arminio H. Sardoch of Westing- 
house Electric Corp. as a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Lypon. Yes. 

Mr. O’Donnetu. No further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator McCLe.tuan. Have you given the names of all of the 
Communists you know or have known? 

Mr. Lypon. It would take some thinking to get them all. I 
wouldn’t want to take a chance right now at this moment. 

Senator McCue ian. Well, will you? Will you try to refresh your 
memory, and will you give the staff of this committee information that 
you may recall with respect to others whom you may know or may 
have known as Communists? 

Mr. Lypon. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCie.ian. Will you do that? 
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Mr. Lypon. Yes, sir 

Senator McCienian. That is all. 

The CuatrMaAn | want to thank you very much I know it is 
difficult to come up here and testify about some of the people that you 
are closely associated with. It would be easier, of course, to just 
come up and take the fifth amendment. You have elected to cooper- 
ate with the FBI and with the staff of this committee, and I think you 
should be complin _— for that 

The fact that you made a mistake in the past should not be held 
against you if you now decide to work and cooperate fully with the 
FBI and any of the committees investigating communism. 

You are excused as a witness. 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. Lypon. Am I free to go home, sir? 

The CHarrRMAN. Yes, you are. 

Mr. Juniana. Mr. Chairman, at this point I would like to state 
that we have 3 other witnesses under subpena for today, and all 
have failed to answer the subpena. We have affirmative witnesses 
who will identify these people as members of the Communist Party 
So I think maybe we should call Mr. Nestler now for identification 
purposes. 

The CHarrMAN. Let us first make sure that the three witnesses 
are not present. Will you call for them? 

Mr. Juniana. Evelyn O. Darin 

The CHarrmMan. Is Evelyn Darin in the room? If so, step forward 

Have the record show that she has been called, and there is no 
response. 

The time of her subpena was when, Jim? 

Mr. JutiaAna. It was for 10 a. m., this morning, sir. 

The CHatrman. And when was she subpenaed? When was it 
served on her? 

Mr. Juniana. All three, Mr. Chairman, were served December 28, 
1954. Evelyn Darin was served at 3:35 p. m., on December 28. 

The CHAiRMAN. We will make the subpena a part of the record at 
this point. 

(It is as follows:) 

1282 Marshal’s Civil Docket No. 3042 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 


To Evetyn Oswaupina Darin, Lickrun Road, Turtle Creek, Pa., Greeting: 

Pursuant to lawful authority, you are hereby commanded to appear before 
the SENATE PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS of the Senate 
of the United States, on Monday, January 3, 1955, at 10:00 o’clock a. m., at 
their committee room, 101 Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C., then and 
there to testify what you may know relative to the subject matters under con- 
sideration by said Committee. 

Hereof fail not, as you will answer your default under the pains and penalties 
in such cases made and provided. 

si ee oes Je ere aa es Ee 5 
to serve and return. 

Given under my hand, by order of the Committee, this 27th day of December, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and fifty-four. 

Jor McCartny, 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Investigations of the Committeeon Government Opera- 
tions. 
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[Endorsement] 
DECEMBER 28, 1954. 

I made service of the within subpena by delivering a copy to the within-named 
Evelyn Oswaldina Darin, personally, at place of employment, Westinghouse 
Electric & Mfg. Co., E. Pittsburgh, Pa., on December 28, 1954, at 3:35 o’clock 
p. m., on the 28th day of December 1954. 

So Answers, Joun E. SiLoan, 

U.S. Marshal 


By O. Jupp Meckuina, Jr., 
Deputy Marshal 


The CuarrmMan. Who is the other one? 

Mr. Junrrana. The next witness is Alfred Oyler. 

The Cuarrman. Is Alfred Oyler in the room? If so, step forward. 

Let the record show that Mr. Oyler was called for and did not 
appear 

He was subpenaed for 10 a. m., this morning also? 

Mr. Junrana. Yes, sir, Mr. Chairman, and that subpena was 
served by delivery in hand, a copy of the subpena, on December 28, 
1954, at 3:40 p. m. 

The CuarrMan. Make the subpena a part of the record at this point, 
also. 

[t is as follows:) 
1255 Marshal’s Civil Docket No. 3042 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 


lo Atrrep L. OyLER, 104 Cable Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa., Greeting: 

Pursuant to lawful authority, YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED to appear 
ate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations of the Committee 
Operations of the Senate of the United States, on Monday, 
their committee room, 101 Senate 


efore the Ser 
on Government 
January 3, 1955, at 10:00 o’clock a. m., at 
Office Building, Washington, D. C., then and there to testify what you may know 
e to the subject matters under consideration by said (¢ 


1il not, as you will answer your default under the pains and penalties in 


relat ommittee, 
Hereof fs 
ich cases made and provided 
To ? ; 


to serve and return 
inder my hand, by order of the Committee, this 27th day of December, 


thousand nine hundred and fiftv-four. 
Jor McCarrny, 


man, Subcommittee on Invest gations of the Commiitee on Government 


Give! 


the vear of our Lord one 


( h 127 
Operations. 
[Endorsement] 
DECEMBER 28, 1954. 


I made service of the within subpena by delivering a copy to the within-named 
Alfred L. Oyler, personally, at place of employment, Westinghouse Electric & 
Mfg. Co., E. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, at 3:40 o’clock p. m., on the 28th day of 
December, 1954. 


So Answers, 
JoHn E. SLOAN, 


U. 8S. Marshal 
By O. Jupp Merckuina, Jr., 
Deputy U. 8S. Marshal, 


The CuatrMan. Who is the other witness? 
Mr. Juniana. Arminio H. Sardoch, who was subpenaed also for 


10 a. m. 


The CuarrmMan. Is Arminio Sardoch in the room? If so, step for- 


ward. 
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Let the record show that Arminio Sardoch was called for and did 
not appear. 

Mr. Juuiana. The subpena was served on him, Mr. Chairman, on 
December 28, 1954, at 5:20 p. m. 

The CHarrMan. We will make the subpena a part of the record at 
this point. 

(It is as follows:) 


1297 Marshal’s ( ivil Docket No 3042, 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 


To Arminio H. Sarpock (also SaArpocn), 72% Whitney Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Greeting: 


Pursuant to lawful authority, YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED to 


appear before the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations of the 
Committee on Government Operations of the Senate of the United States, on 
Monday, January 3, 1955, at 10:00 o’clock p. m., at their committee room, 101 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C., then and there to testify whet you 
mav know relative to the subject matters under consideration by said Committee 

Hereof fail not, as you will answer your default under the pains and penalties 
in such cases made and provided. 

To 


to serve and return. 

Given under my hand, by order of the Committee, this 27th day of December, 

in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and fifty-four. 
Joe McCarry, 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Investigations of the 
Committee on Ge ? nt Ope rations, 
{Endorsement} 
DECEMBER 28, 1954. 

I made service of the within subpena by delivering a copy to the within-named 
Arminio H. Sardock personally, at his place of employment, Westinghouse Electric 
& Mfg. Co., E. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, at 5:20 o’clock p. m., on the 28th day 
of December 1954. 

So Answers, 

Joun E. Sioan, 
U. S. Marshal, 
By O. Jupp Mecuuinaer, Jr., 
Deputy Marshel. 

The CHarrMan. Officer, Mr. Slater is leaving. Tell him he is not 
excused, W ill you? 

I will ask the committee to cite the three witnesses who failed to 
appear. 

Mr. Nester. I am sorry, I thought you called me, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Juviana. Mr. Chairman, before we proceed with the testi- 
mony of Mr. Nestler, | might add that the three witnesses who were 
subpenaed and who did not answer the subpena have not in any way 
contacted the subcommittee. 

The CHarrman. All right. 


TESTIMONY OF FRANK NESTLER, JEANETTE, PA.—-Resumed 


Mr. Juuiana. Mr. Nestler, when you were a member of the Com- 
munist Party, did you know Evelyn Darin to be a member of the 
Communist Party? 


Mr. Nestuer. Yes, sir 
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Mr. Jut1ana. Where was she employed at the time? 

Mr. Nesriter. Westinghouse Electric, in the motor division. 

Mr. Juniana. Did she attend Communist Party meetings in the 
Kast Pittsburgh area? 

Mr. Nestier. Yes, sir, in the East Pittsburgh area particularly. 
She belonged to the East Pittsburgh branch. 

Mr. Juntana. Did you know her to accept Communist Party 
discipline and re sage eg s? 

Mr. Nestiter. Yes, s 

Mr. Junrana. What sation type of work did she do for the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Nesrter. Well, Evelyn was one of those stanch people, you 
know, that you can alw: ays depend on. She does the dirty work. If 
she got le afle ts at the pli int gate to pass out, she will go out and pass 
them out. If they have to go out on Sundays and sell Sunday Work- 
ers, Evelyn will do it. And if there are meetings to attend to, she is 
always there. 

Mr. Juntana. She was an active participant in the Communist 
conspiracy; is that correct? 

Mr. Nester. Yes, si 

Mr. Juniana. Did you know Alfred Oyler to be a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Nesrier. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Junrana. Where was he employed? 

Mr. Nester. He was employed at Westinghouse Electric. He is 
in the generator division. 

Mr. Juttana. When did Oyler join the Communist Party, to your 
knowledge? 

Mr. Nesrier. Oyler joined pretty close to the same time I did. 

Mr. Juttana. When was that? 

Mr. Nestier. The end of 1942 or the first of 1943, somewhere in 
there 

Mr. Juniana. Did he attend Communist Party meetings with you? 

Mr. Nestruer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Juntana. Did you know Arminio Sardock to be a member of 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. Nestuer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Juntana. Where was Mr. Sardock employed? 

Mr. Nesrier. I really don’t know. I me an, I thought it was also 
the AB Building, and I guess it is. I used to see him in the union 
office all the time, but I don’t know exactly. He was employed at 
Westinghouse Electric, but I don’t know what division. 

Mr. Junrana. At Westinghouse Electric? 

Mr. Nesruer. Yes. 

Mr. Juniana. Did he, Mr. Sardock, attend Communist Party 
meetings at the — Hall in East Pittsburgh, Pa.? 

Mr. Nesrier. Yes, si 

Mr. Juurana. Did oa know Mr. Sardock to have been a member 
of any Communist-front organizations? 

Mr. Nesrier. Well, I had seen Mr. Sardock down at the American 
Slav Congress in 1946, at their national convention, and I presume he 
was a member of several others because most of his activity was with 
Slavic organizations more so than with the local. 

Mr. Juntana. Did Mr. Sardock have a son by the name of Emil? 
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Mr. Nestuer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Junrana. Did you know him to be a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Nester. Yes, sir; on the executive committee of the East 
Pittsburgh branch 

Mr. Jutrana. Where was he employed? 

Mr. Nestiter. At the AB Building, at Westinghouse Electric. 

Mr. Juntana. Mr. Chairman, the record should show at this point 
that we have been advised by Westinghouse Electric Corp. that 
Emil Sardoch, the son, is no longer employed by that Company. 

I have no further questions 

The CaarrMan. Miss Beynon, will you step forward? 


TESTIMONY OF MARY STELLA BEYNON, PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Resumed 


The CH AIRMAN. | hav e just ohne question. } ul heard the testimony 
of Mr. Nestler? 

Miss Beynon. Yes. 

The CuatrMan. Do you also know the individuals that he identified 
as members of the Communist Party? 

Miss Beynon. All except Mr. Sardock, Sr. I don’t know him. 

The CuarrmMan. All except Sardock? 

Miss Beynon. Yes, sir. 

The CuHarrmMan. And you do not know about him? 

Miss Beynon. No, sir. 

The CHarrMan. That is Senior. Maybe we ought to read the 
names and see. 

Mr. Junrana. I will ask you specifically by name, Miss Beynon. 
Do you know Evelyn O. Darin to be a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Miss Beynon. Yes. 

Mr. Jutrana. Do you know Alfred L. Oyler to be a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Miss Beynon. Yes. 

Mr. Juttana. Do you know Emil Sardock to be a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Miss Beynon. Emil, Junior, yes. 

Mr. Anastos. Miss Beynon, when you left the Communist Party, 
did the Communist Party threaten you in any way? 

Miss Beynon. Yes. Roy Hudson told me that I wouldn’t be 
killed that night, but I was under a death sentence. 

Mr. Junana. Who is Roy Hudson? 

The CHarrman. I did not get that. He said you would not be 
killed that night, but that you were under a death sentence? 

Miss Beynon. Yes. 

Mr. Jutrana. Could you identify Roy Hudson for us? 

Miss Beynon. Yes. He was the chairman of the party in western 
Pennsylvania. He was replaced by Steve Nelson. 

Mr. Juriana. Chairman of the Communist Party in western 
Pennsylvania? 

Miss Beynon. Yes. 

Mr. Junrana. Thank you. 

The CuatrMan. That concludes—we have one more witness. Mr. 
Slater? 
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Senator McCuie.uian. Mr. Slater, you appeared before the com- 
mittee in executive session this morning; did you? 

Mr. Suatrer. Yes. 

Senator McCLeLian. You were not sworn at that time? 

Mr. Siater. No, sir. 

Senator McCLeLian. You are not sworn now? You have not been 
sworn? 

Mr. Siatrer. No. 

Senator McCLe.uan. At that time, you requested time to secure 
counsel; did you not? 

Mr. Starer. That is correct. 

Senator McCuiexuan. I believe you told us then that you were 
subpenaed last Thursday? 

Mr. Stater. | think it was Thursday. 

Senator McCie.ian. Or last Wednesday? 

Mr. Starer. I think it was Wednesday or Thursday, I am not real 
sure, 

Senator McCie.iuian. You told us at that time that you had made 
no effort to secure counsel prior to today; did you? 

Mr. Starter. Yes. 

Senator McCietian. And you also told us that you did not get 
the idea about securing counsel until today; did you not? 

Mr. Statrer. That is correct. 

Senator McCietian. You told us that you did not contemplate 
securing counsel until after others had appeared here this morning 
and made the same request; is that correct? 

Mr. Starer. That is right. 

Senator McCie.ian. You told us that the idea was suggested to 
you by one of those who did appear; is that true? 

Mr. Suatrer. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCLe.uan. You did not give us the name this morning 
of the one who 

Mr. Sitatrer. Well, I didn’t know his name at the time. 

Senator McCietian. You did not know his name then. You were 
requested to secure his name and bring that information back to us; 
were you? 

Mr. Suater. Yes; that is right. 

Senator McCietian. What is his name? 

Mr. Starer. Wait until I see here. It is a very casual sort of thing. 
We were merely discussing the situation, and—do you guys have to 
take pictures? 

Senator McC.e.uan. A little louder, please. Perhaps we can stop 
that for a moment until we get this. 

The Cuarrman. I do not want to hold the photographers in con- 
tempt as my last act, but I wonder if you would desist for a moment. 

Mr. Statrer. I say it was a very casual conversation. In other 
words, he came down and said he had been excused because of the 
fact tha‘ he didn’t have legal counsel. ‘‘Well,’’ I said, “‘I don’t have 
legal counsel either.’’ “Well,” he said, ‘tell the committee.” O. K. 
So I told the committee. 

Senator McCietxian. What is his name? 

Mr. Srarer. Mr. LaFortune. 

Senator McCie.tian. Mr. LaFortune? 

Mr. Starter. Yes. 
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Senator McCietuian. And he had testified this morning? 

Mr. Starter. I think he did. 

Senator McCiexuan. Do you still desire counsel? 

Mr. Stater. Well, since I am here, rather than make another trip— 
I have been up since 10 o’clock Sunday morning—I think we ought to 
get it over with. 

Senator McCLe.tian. Understand, I am not trying to persuade you 
not to take advantage of counsel if you desire. 

Mr. Suarer. I understand, but, nevertheless, I think we will go 
through with it. 

Senator McC.ietuan. All right, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN. Will you stand and raise your right hand? In this 
matter now in hearing before the committee, do you solemnly swear 
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. Sxtater. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH SLATER, PITTSBURGH, PA. 


The CuarrMan. So the record is absolutely clear, the witness had 
earlier requested a delay in order to get counsel. That delay was 
granted. The witness now tells us that he prefers to proceed without 
counsel at this time. Is that correct? 

Mr. Starter. That is correct. 

The CHarrMan. Mr. Juliana? 

Mr. Juntana. Mr. Chairman, also to clarify the record, Mr. Slater, 
in executive session this morning, told us that he received his subpena 
last Thursday and may be possibly Wednesday. We just received 
the returns from the United States marshal, and he was served at 
4:25 p. m., December 28, which was Tuesday. 

Mr. Starter. Believe me, the only reason for that is not a purposeful 
misstatement. It is just the fact that 1 happen to be pretty much 
absent-minded. 

Mr. Juniana. That is all right. 

Mr. Slater, for the record, will you give your full name, please? 

Mr. Stater. Joseph Slater. 

Mr. Jutiana. What is your residence? 

Mr. Suater. 437 Taylor Street, Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Jutiana. Where are you presently employed? 

Mr. Stater. Westinghouse, East Pittsburgh. 

Mr. JuLniana. Westinghouse Electric Corp.? 

Mr. Suatrer. That is right. 

Mr. Juniana. What is your position there? 

Mr. Stater. I am a tester. 

Senator Munpr. Will you talk up a little bit, Mr. Slater? 
Mr. Suater. Tester. 

Mr. Juniana. A tester? 

Mr. Suater. Yes. 

Mr. Jutiana. What type of tester? 

Mr. Suater. I test the large switches. 

Mr. Jutiana. Could that be an electrical tester? 

Mr. StaterR. An electrical tester, that is right. 

Mr. Jutiana. Where were you born? 

Mr. Siater. In a small town in Pennsylvania called Nanty Glo. 
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Mr. Junrana. When? 

r. SLATER. June 23, 1914 

Mr. J LIANA Were yvour parents born Wh this country ? 

Vir. Suater. No, they weren't 

Mr. Junrana. Where were thev born? 

Mer. Suarer. They were born in Russia. 

Mr. Juntana. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 


Mr. SLATER. Well, sir, I will t 


e the easiest wav out, namely 


ake Mr. MeCarthv’s suggestion and 
the fifth amendment 
The CHarremMan. Just a minute. Mr. McCarthy has never sug 


rested that anvone avail themselves of the fifth amendment. Let us 
make it clear. I think it is a very cowardly thing to do, to avail 
ourself of the fifth amendment. | believe if vou were a member of 
the Communist Party you should be willing to stand up and tell the 
vorid that vou are a member of the Communist Party. If it is 
son ethineg LO be ashamed ol, then vou should drop out. If you are 
not ashamed of it, you should tell us. I merely complimented those 
people who had the courage to come before us and give information 
about the Communist conspiracy, and I make no suggestion that any 
one take the fifth amendment. Let us have that clear. 


Mr. Suater. O. K. 
Senator Munpr. Mr. Slater, for the purpose of the record, vou told 
that your parents were born in Russia. That would lead me 
to believe that either they changed their name when they came to 
this country or you changed yours It does not sound like a Russian 
ame. : ; 

Mr. Starer. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. Did you change your name? 

Mr. Suarer. | changed it later. 

Senator Munpr. What was your name? 

Mr. Suarer. S-l-u-t-s-k-y, which is slightly complicated, and that 
is why | changed it. 

Senator Munpr. I appreciate that. I was rather confused about it. 

Mr. Junrana. Mr. Slater, were you a member of the Communist 
Party in 1946? 

Mr. Starer. Well, sir, I will have to avail myself of the immunity 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Jutiana. Based on what, that you do not want to be a witness 
against yourself? 

Mr. Starrer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Junrana. Are you a member of the Communist Party today? 

Mr. Starer. No, sir. 

Mr. Junrana. Were you a member 

Mr. Starer. I will add this, nor do I ever intend to. That is, in 
the future. In other words, not now or later. 

Mr. Juntana. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
you received your subpena to appear before this subcommittee on 
December 28, 1954? 

Mr. Starter. Well, sir, I will have to claim immunity under the 
fifth amendment again. 

Mr. Junrana. When did you 

The Cuarrman. May | interrupt? Did you talk to a lawyer after 
you were here this morning? 
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Mr. Suatrer. Yes. 

The Crarrman. Whom did you talk to? 

Mr. Starter. | forget his name. What was the counsel for 

The Cuatrman. Mr. Scribner? 

Mr. Siarer. Yes. 

The CHarrmMan. And he advised you to say you are not a me mber 
of the Communist Party today, and to claim your privilege as to any 
previous time, did he? 

Mr. Sirarer. Well, as a matter of fact, he didn’t advise me that 
specifically. 1 mean, | got that impression. 

The CHarrMAN. You got the impression that that was his advice? 

Mr. Starer. I got that impression, 

The Cuarrman. Did he not teil you that his other two clients did 
exactly that, they said that they were not a member of the Communist 
Party as of this moment, but took the privilege as of the date that the 
subpena was served on them? 

Mr. Sirater. Well, you see, sir, here is the way this sort of thing 
seems to work, from what I have observed. 1 don’t know whether 
this will get me into hot water or not, because I have noticed that 
generally one question leads to another, and the end result is that of 
identifying people that you have, say, been active in the union with, 
and that I would not do. 

The CuHairMan. We are not interested in unions; we are interested 
in the Communist conspiracy. 

Senator Munpt. Wait a minute, Mr. Slater. You were, perhaps, 
out of the room when the witness immediately preceding you admitted 
that he used to be a member of the Communist Party, told us that 
he had dropped out, told us that he would be willing to tell the FBI 
of people that he knew to be Communists. We did not ask him to 
mention any names, he did not mention any names, we did not care 
about his union connections, but just those that belong to the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Stater. May I say something? The word ‘‘Communist’’ has 
been bandied around so loosely as a matter of fact, I suggested to 
a fellow once that it would be very nice to work a 6-hour day. He 
said, ‘You talk like a Communist.’’ You can get up at a union meet- 
ing and make any suggestion at all and somebody will jump up and 
call you a Communist. I was active in the union at one time. I was 
chairman of the legislative committee. Not chairman, but secretary. 
That is quite a number of years ago. 

The CHarrRMAN. Were you not an officer in the Communist Party? 

Mr. Siater. No, sir. 

The CHarRMAN. Were you an active member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Starter. No, sir. 

The CHArRMAN. You never were a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Suater. I will claim immunity on that, sir. 

The CHarrMaANn. You were served with a subpena last Tuesday? 

Mr. Statrer. That is right. 

The CuarrMan. And you tell us now that you feel that if you told 
us the truth about whether or not you were a Communist then, that 
that might tend to incriminate you, but you say that you can answer 
as of today without incriminating yourself? 








352 SUBVERSION AND ESPIONAGE IN DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENTS 


Mr. Suatrer. You see, the thing is this. I am not too well experi- 
enced at this sort of thing. This is something very new to me. In 
fact, I have never been cross-examined before. As a result of that 
it is very likely that I would become very much confused and say 
the wrong thing. That, of course, sometimes has its penalties. 

The CHAIRMAN. Just tell us the truth. 

Mr. Starter. In order to avoid that, I will be forced to use the fifth 
amendment at times when it is meaningless 

The CuarrMan. We cannot allow you to use the fifth amendment 


for that purpose. You can only use the fifth amendment if vou feel 
that a truthful answer might tend to incriminate you If you feel 
you are being confused, you just tell us and we will stop. All we 


want to try to get from you is the truth. May I say from our past 
experience with you, from your record, I am not hopeful of getting 
the truth from you. 

Mr. Starter. Can I go this far: I became active in the union in 
the sort of activity that gives the person a certain outlook—what 
shall we say, a certain sense of importance. The legislative com- 
mittee appealed to me very much. The union sent me to Washing- 
ton twice to attend a price-control conference, and while we wert 
there, we were to contact our Senators and urge them to vote fo: 
certain prolabor bills and, let’s say, cuss them out if they didn’t vote 
for them. So I did that. I also contacted a few Senators on the 
floor. We had them called off by the page boys. In fact, I got so 
ambitious I spent a great deal of time at the union office. In fact 
a tremendous amount of time. I spent so much time there that the 
wife finally asked me whether I lived at home or at the union. 

As a result of that, I dropped out of the committee, the legislativ 
committee, and dropped out of all union activities completely. 

The CHarrMAN. May I interrupt you. We are not interested in 
your union activities. We have no concern about your activities in 
a labor union. We are interested in whether or not you are a 
member of the Communist conspiracy, a conspiracy which is just as 
much a threat to a labor union as to anyone else. 

Mr. Stater. Well, I think I will answer that as the others did 
l am not now a member. 

The CHAarRMAN. Were you yesterday? 

Mr. Starter. That I will have to claim immunity on. 

The CHarrMAN. You understand, you are telling us and telling 
your employers that you were a member of the Communist Party 
yesterday. Otherwise, you could not be incriminated by your answer. 

Mr. Starter. That is inferred, but 1 am not saying that actually. 
That might be inferred. 

The CuarrmMan. Did the lawyer you talked to advise you to come 
in here and put on this performance? 

Mr. Starter. No, he didn’t. 

The CHarrmMan. Did he not tell you that his other two clients said 
they were not members as of this moment but refused to answer as 
to before? 

Mr. Siatrer. I didn’t have a very lengthy discussion with him 
But, as a matter of fact, what he told me was this, that he didn’t 
represent me at all, that what he does represent is local 610. 

The CuarrmMan. Did you hear his two clients testify? 

Mr. Starer. Yes, I heard them. 
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The CHairMAN. You did not have this idea this forenoon of saying 
you are not a Communist now by t: aking the fifth amendment as to 
yesterday. When did you get that idea? 

Mr. Starter. When I first came in here, I didn’t know what to 
expect at all. I didn’t know how this sort of committee operates or 
how it works or what sort of questions are asked or anything at all. 
So having sat in on a few of these, I can see the way the thing goes. 

The CuarrMan. Do you know how you would resign from the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Starer. Well, I presume the way one of the other witnesses 
said, just stop having anything to do with them and don’t pay them 
any dues. 

The CHarrMan. Did you resign either orally or in writing from the 
Communist Party since yesterday? 

Mr. Sitarer. That question implies that I was a member, and I 
will have to invoke the fifth amendment. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Slater, you say you are rather new at this 
business, being before the committee, that it is your first experience? 

Mr. Sutater. What, sir? 

Senator Munpr. You said you are rather new at this business, 
being your first experience in cross-examining. Maybe I can help 
you a little bit about it. I have been earning my living in this grim 
way for about 15 years, so maybe I can help you. ‘The performance 
you saw by these two clients was something new. They never tried 
that before. This Mr. Scribner, whoever he is, has worked out a new 
tactic which I think is as full of holes as a fisherman’s seine. It is 
not going to hold up to say that, ‘I am not a Communist today, but 
I don’t want to tell you whether I was yesterday or the day before.” 
It seems to me that having taken one step in the right direction, which 
I think is smart, and that is deciding to testify without bringing 
back a lawyer, and being a man who at least has an intelligent wife, 
because she told you what to do once and you followed her advice, 
I imagine if she were counseling you now, she would say, “I imagine 
you better make a clean breast of this thing and come clean.’ 

But you know as well as I do what is going to happen to a fifth 
amendment Communist. If he goes back to work, he is not going to 
have any job. He should not have any job. Certainly no corpora- 
tion, no committee of Congress, and no other body is going to say, 
“Well, we are not interested in this fellow being removed because he 
was not a Communist as of such and such an hour, but he did not 
dare say what he was 2 hours before that.’ 

I would suggest that the thing for you to do is to forget all of this 
rigamarole which this attorney cooked up, which is not going to get 
him anyplace in the courts, in my opinion. I would advise you not 
to become one of the guinea pigs in this new legal adventure. 

Mr. Stater. The stigma attached to an informer, | think, is so 
much worse. 

Senator Munpt. We are not asking about an informer. We are 
just asking you. We are not going to ask you to name any other 
Communists except those who appear in public. When the FBI 
comes, you can talk to them, and they will keep that information 
secret. But it is a lot better to be an ex-Communist who is an in- 
formant than to be an ex-Communist who is trying to cover up for 
people trying to wreck this country. 
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Mr. Suarer. Let me say this, if a person were a Communist, and 
I don’t mean to infer that | am or were, and he wanted to drop out 
completely, and somebody remembered that years ago he might have 
signed a petition of some sort, maybe unknowingly, and turned his 
name in, he is immediately on the pan, and being on the pan involves 
your family, your friends, your relations, your job, and everything 
else. So it seems very logical. And then you give a man absolutely 
no way of an out. 

Senator Munpr. We are 
contrary, we are giving you the out now, assuming, still hypothetically, 
that vou are still a young man that you did mistakenly, as the wit- 
ness ahead of you did, and he got out. We are not recommending to 
him or his employers that he lose his job. We are not asking him to 
come here and testify about anybody else in public. We are just 
asking him to be a good American. 

Mir. Suarer. I wouldn’t testify in secret, either. 

Senator Ma NDT, Well, then, if you close the door on vourself, 
there is no Way out, 

Mr. Statver. I can appreciate your position, | 
very bad. Loo, 

Senator McCLeL_Ltan. You say you will not testify against anyone 
else? You would regard that as bemg an informer? 

Mr. Suarer. That I would. That is my own personal opinion. 

Senator McCLeLLan. That is your own personal opinion. 

Mr. Suarer. | think it is up to the FBI or whatever agencies are 
involved to do their own investigating without my persona! help. 

senator McC LeLLaN. | understand. But when they investigate, 
they have to confer with somebody; is that not true? 

Mr. Suarer. | would rather it not be me. 

Senator McCLe_tan. We would all rather not know of a crime or of 
anything offensive to real Americanism. Do you take the position 
that vou would not want to testify to facts within your knowledge 
against someone charged with a crime? Is that the position you are 
taking? Is that the kind of American citizen you are? 

Mr. Starer. Well, it would sound that way, but it is not quite so. 

Senator McCuLEnLAN. It does sound that way, and I want to know. 
I want to clear it up. Is that the position you are taking? 

Mr. Suarer. That is a difficult question to answer. 

Senator McC Le ian. | know it is difficult. It can be answered 
truthfully, though. 

Mr. Starer. Would you repeat that, please? 

Senator McCLeLLAN. | say you are taking the position here that 
you do not want to be an informer, and you have drawn an illustration 
here of a situation where someone may have joined a Communist 
organization or the Communist Party without realizing at the t'me 
what he was doing, and yet it places a stigma on him. Do you not 
think it places less of a stigma on him if he did it, if, when asked about 
it, he tells the truth about 1? 

Mr. Starer. Isn’t there just as much possibility of informing on an 
innocent person as on a guilty person? 

Senator McCue ian. I do not know. It depends on whether you 
know it and whether you are telling the truth. The man who goes on 
the witness stand against someone charged with a crime and testifies 
under oath as to facts or circumstances within his knowledge that 


giving you the out right now. On the 


Sut it makes mine 
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might lead to.a conviction is, in a sense, an informer, and if everyone 
takes that position in America, then there can be no law enforcement, 
there can be no law and order, there can be no civilization. Do you 
want to place yourself in that category? 

Mr. Sutater. Is membership in the Communist Party a crime? 

Senator McCLettan. Membership in the Communist Party is 
membership in a conspiracy that has for its purpose the overthrow of 
the Government that gives you the protection of liberty that you are 
enjoying today. Do you want to protect them? 

Mr. Slater. Well, sir, I could say this, that I don’t think any 
modern government could be overthrown by force and violence. It 
never has. 

Senator McCrietian. Many of them have. You know that, do 
you not? 

Mr. Stater. I don’t think so 

Senator McCieititan. You do not think so? You are not that 
stupid. Certainly you are not that stupid. 

Mr. Starer. I don’t think an internal sort of situation would"over- 
throw a modern government. Maybe some were, very backward 
governments. But not a modern government, because with modern 
communications 

Senator McCLetian. At any rate, it is a conspiracy against this 
Government. You are unwilling to tell this committee or any other 
constituted authority any facts that you may have within your knowl- 
edge that night help to reveal that conspiracy or to combat it, is that 
true? 

Mr. Starter. Well, you see—this sort of thing gets mighty involved 
with the possibility of getting one’s self into trouble 

Senator McCLe.ian. It is not getting involved for an honest man 
who is a good American. 

Mr. Stater. I will have to say to that that I will have to invoke 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kennepy. Is the reason you are invoking‘the fifth amendment 
because you do not want to inform on other people? Is that it? 

Mr. Siatrer. That precludes the idea that | have something to say. 
But, actually, I may have nothing at all to say. ‘That is merely a 
hypothetical situation, were I to have something to say. 

Mr. Kennepy. I am not asking a hypothetical question. I am 
asking you why you are using the fifth amendment. I do not under- 
stand that. You tell me the reason you are invoking the fifth amend- 
ment is because you do not want to inform on other people? 

Mr. Suater. Well, you see 

Mr. Kennepy. You can answer that question. 

Mr. Stater. According to the questioning, there are certain ques- 
tions you can answer and still maintain some self-protection. Let’s 
put it that way. 

Mr. Kennepy. So the reason is not all this talk about informing or 
being aninformant. The reason is, let us face it, that you do not want 
to incriminate yourself. 

Mr. Stater. O. K.; very ood, 

Mr. Kennepy. You have been talking for 10 minutes telling about 
the fact that you do not want to talk about somebody else. Let us 
get to the complete self-interest. You do not want to say anything 
that might tend to incriminate you. Let us stick to the facts. 
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Mr. Suater. O. K.; very well. 

Mr. Juniana. Mr. Slater, do you know Frank Nestler? 

Mr. Starer. Yes. 

Mr. Juniana. Did you attend Communist Party meetings with 
Frank Nestler? 

Mr. Starter. Not that I recall assuch. Let me add this. As I was 
active in the union, there were so many meetings going on all the time 
that you didn’t know one from the other. But | used to work with him 
in the same building. I got to know him not too well. I mean more 
as an individual rather than as—well, to have some working arrange- 
ments within the union. He was editor of the union paper at the time, 
and I had no contact with him. 

Mr. Juuiana. You just state that you did not know one meeting 
from another. Are you testifying that you could not distinguish 
between a union meeting and a Communist meeting? 

Mr. Starter. I don’t think I could, really. 

Mr. Junttana. That is not speaking very highly of your union. 

Mr. Starter. No. I will tell you. Well, from what I have heard, 
let’s put it that way, union matters are involved at all times. Since 
union matters are involved at ali times, you don’t know who you are 
talking to exactly, whether the person is, or whether he isn’t. In 
other words, there are union matters involved. The company did this, 
or the company did that, or they are cutting rates, or they are speeding 
up the guys, and that has to be stopped and so forth and so forth, that 
sort of thing. 

Mr. Juniana. Have you ever attended any Communist Party 
meetings? 

Mr. Starer. I will have to invoke the fifth amendment on that. 

Mr. Jutiana. Did the Communist Party instruct you as to what you 
should do in carrying out your union activities? 

Mr. Starter. That is a loaded question. You can’t answer that 
pro or con, 

Mr. Juniana. Answer the question. It is not loaded, I assure you. 

Mr. Starter. I will have to invoke the fifth amendment on that. 

Mr. Junrana. Did the Communist Party instruct you to carry out 
any Communist Party policies in the plant at which you were working? 

Mr. Starter. I have been out of circulation for so long that I really 
can’t say. Believe me. 

Mr. Jut1ana. Could you answer it yes or no, or invoke the fifth 
amendment? 

Mr. Starter. I will have to invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Juntana. Did you ever pay Communist Party dues? 

Mr. Starer. I will have to invoke the fifth amendment on that. 

Mr. Juni1ana. Did you ever read the Daily Worker, the official 
Communist newspaper? 

Mr. Stater. I have seen it; yes. 

Mr. Junttiana. Have you read it? 

Mr. Starter. | have read it. 

Mr. Jutiana. Did you pay for it out of your own money? 

Mr. Stater. Yes, as a matter of fact. 

Mr. Juniana. Did you subscribe to it regularly? 

Mr. Suater. For a very short time. 

Mr. Junttana. Do you know Lou Bortz? 

Mr. Suarer. Yes. 
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Mr. Juti1ana. Is he a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Siatrer. Well, according to the newspapers he was. 

Mr. Juuiana. Do you know him as a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Stater. No, I don’t. 

Mr. Juuiana. Is your wife Della Slater? 

Mr. Stater. That is right. 

Mr. Juniana. Is she a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Suater. No, sir. 

Mr. Juurana. Has she ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Suater. Certainly not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Jutiana. Did she attend Communist Party meetings with you? 

Mr. Suater. No. 

Mr. Kennepy. Do you know if she ever attended Communist 
Party meetings? You do not know? 

Mr. Sutater. No. I am quite sure. 

Mr. Juuiana. I do not have any more questions. 

Mr. Kennepy. Where were you born? 

Mr. Starter. In a little town called Nanty Glo in Pennsylvania, 
near Johnstown. It is a little coal-mining town. 

Senator Munpr. Did you ever serve in the armed services? 

Mr. Suater. No, sir; I didn’t. I did defense work at the plant 
there at the time. Throughout the war I was testing all sorts of 
equipment that was specifically for the- 

Senator Munpt. How long have you been with this company? 

Mr. Statrer. Thirteen years, almost thirteen. 

Senator Munprt. But do you think it would be a good thing to have 
the man who tests the finished product of Westinghouse a member 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Siater. Well—— 

Senator Munpt. If you were Secretary of War, would you look 
upon that favorably? 

Mr. Starter. I would say this: If I were Secretary of War, I would 
remove him from that position and put him in a nonessential position, 
but I wouldn’t fire the man, and I wouldn’t hound him to death. I 
wouldn’t ruin him financially. 

Senator Munpr. If you were in charge of Westinghouse operations, 
instead of Secretary of War, would you take the same action or 
would you fire him altogether or keep him right on? 

Mr. Starter. I would say the Westinghouse Corp. as of lately 
hasn’t been excited as to the political opinions of the people that 
worked there. They have had all sorts, from anarchists and radicals, 
to whatnots. They just don’t care. If you do your job and get. 
your work done— 

Senator Munpt. Westinghouse does not care whether they have 
Communists working there or not? 

Mr. Stater. I get that impression. I am not saying that is 
company policy. 

The CuarrMan. May I say for the record 

Mr. Suater. Very lenient. 

The CuarrMAN. Westinghouse has been completely cooperative in 
working with us in an attempt to dig out Communists in their plant. 

Is that correct? 
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Mr. Junrana. That is correct. 

The CuarrnmMan. They have given complete cooperation and have 
indicated that they are more than eager to get rid of all the fifth- 
amendment Communists like you. 

Senator Munpr. I think you covered this point, but I know 
nothing about Westinghouse labor practices in the past. But I do 
know that the Congress of the United States and the taxpayers of 
this country are jolly fed up with having any corporation hav- 
ing any defense business with Communists working for them. Maybe 
they have changed their minds, and maybe they have not. 

Mr. Suarer. Would you call Westinghouse a defense plant? 

Senator Munpr. Yes, because it handles a great many defense 
contracts. 

Mr. Suatrer. Possibly in others, but in East Pittsburgh have they? 

Senator Munpr. I do not know anything about East Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Starer. It is all heavy electrical equipment, big generators, 
bie switches. 

Senator Munpr. I can see a situation where a switch becomes a 
pretty important defense item. 

Mr. Suarer. Well, could I say this, sir. During the war, Germany 
was bombed with probably several millions of bombs, yet German 
production wasn’t crippled entirely, and German production still 
continued. It took a land invasion of Germany in order to stop the 
war. Now, some idiot turning out a defective switch would certainly 
1Ot stop & war ¢ ffort. It is slightly farfetched. 

Senator Munpr. I think I will concede that on one switch. But 
| you turn out a whole batch of switches, it would be different. 

Mr. Suarer. A person would have to be out of their mind to do a 
thing like that. Even if the Communists were to call a strike in 
wartime, it wouldn’t go over. It seems to me that there is much more 
excitement and alarm over this situation than the situation really 
warrants. In other words, it would be much simpler if the company 
were to call » man in and say look 

Senator Munpr. Forget about winning the war. Let us say we 
have boys on the frontlines of war and they are fighting for their 
lives. Maybe they are not going to win the war, but they are trying 
to save themselves. And if they have to rely on a switch at a certain 
time to start some explosives, some demolition bombs. What do you 
think of some kid up in the line if a Communist puts a bad switch in 
there? 

Mr. Starer. You will recall that during the war, some people who 
weren't Communists manufactured defective equipment, with mortar 
shells that exploded early and killed a lot of boys. 

Senator Munpr. It could have been the tester in that case. 

Mr. Stuatrer. Well, nevertheless, it went out in quantity and not 
in small parcels. However, wouldn’t it be 

Senator Munpr. Would you not test over one switch a day when 
you work? 

Mr. Starer. My God; no. You test one-third of a switch, if you 
are lucky. 

Senator Munpt. Well, 100 switches a year, that is quite a few. 

Mr. Starer. It takes 3 crews of 3 shifts, in fact, almost 4 shifts, to 
test 1. They are quite large. They are very big. 

Mr. Kennepy. Why do they bother testing them? 
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Mr. Suater. There are certain adjustments that have to be made. 
You see — in other words 

Mr. Kennepy. That.is all right. Forget it. 

Mr. Stater. No; it makes no difference. If you don’t mind. 
After an automobile engine 

The CHarrMAN. There is no question pending. 

Mr. Stater. It is just like tuning up an engine. That is all. 

The Cuarrman. Do you think that an American citizen has a duty 
to give the authorities information about violation of the law? 

Mr. Suater. | would say that depends on the individual. 

The CHarrMan. It depends on the individual? 

Mr. Suater. Yes. 

The CHarrMan. In other words, some individuals have a duty to 
give the authorities information about violation of the law and other 
individuals would not have any duty? 

Mr. Statrer. Well, there is a lot of leeway on that sort of thing, | 
ds are say, and it is being done every day. So it is pretty hard to pin 
one’s se ‘lf down to that sor, of thing. 

The CuHarrman. If you ‘knew of a bank robbery, and you were 
called before the authorities, do you feel that you had a duty to give 
them such information as you had? 

Mr. Starter. Yes; I think so. 

The CuarrMan. If you knew of a conspiracy to destroy this 
Nation, would you feel you had a duty to give the proper authorities 
information about the conspirators? 

Mr. Starer. Well, if I felt it were a conspiracy to destroy this 
Nation, I would say yes But if I didn’t feel it were, then I would 
say no. 

‘he CHarrRMAN. Let us see if you are answering that question. 
The Supreme Court has upheld the Smith Act, which makes it a 
crime to be a member of the Communist Party knowing that it aims 
to destroy this country by force and violence. So I do not think we 
will substitute your opinion for the Supreme Court opinion. Where 
the Supreme Court has held something to be a crime, a very serious 
crime, treasonably, and you have information about the conspirators 
in that treasonable act, do you feel you owe any duty to your country 
to give that information to the properly constituted law authorities? 

Mr. Sitarer. Well, sir, that puts me on the spot, and, actually, | 
am afraid I will have to invoke the fifth amendment on that. It 
sounds worse than it really is 

The CHarrMan. In other words, you invoke the fifth amendment as 
to whether or not you feel you should give evidence of treason if you 
know about treason? 

Mr. Stater. No; I can’t say that either, because—well, I would say 
yes, ev idence of treason: ves 

The CuHarrMan. How about evidence of membership in the Com- 
munist conspiracy? 

Mr. Starter. Well, | would invoke the fifth amendment on that. 

The CuarrMan. Do you invoke the fifth amendment as to whether 
or not you think vou should give evidence about membership in the 


(‘omm 1? pe Corl pira “y 
Mr SL r. | would invoke the fifth amendment on that. 
The CHarrMAN. May I say that you are certainly not the type of 


indi ‘dual the taxpayers should be supporting as they are now. You 
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are in a defense plant. You label those loyal Americans who give 
evidence about treason as informers. You come here and duck and 
dodge behind the fifth amendment, even though you belong to an or- 
ganization which would destroy the entire Constitution, including the 
fifth amendment, even though you know that if you were in Russia 

Mr. Suater. What? 

The CuarrMan. Even though you know that if you were in Russia 
you would have no fifth amendment. 

Mr. Starter. | am sorry. I misunderstood. 

The CuarrMan. If you appeared before a tribunal in Russia and 
were asked whether or not you were a member of a secret American 
organization which was designed to destroy the Russian Government, 
you would last just about so long. There is no way on earth that I 
can give you character, give you the guts to stand up, the decency and 


] 


the honesty to tell us what you know about the Communist con- 


spiracy. We know that you are deep within it, and that you have 
been for a long time. We give you a chance to come here and deny 
that, if that is not true. So I do not think we will hear from you any 
further. You may step down 


Have the record show that while we do not have a quorum present 
to vote contempt for the three individuals named, that is unanimously 
agreed that we recommend them to the full committee and that they 
the Senate floor. We will recess now for the time 
being. Ido not have any gavel, John, to turn over to you, but I hops 
you have a pleasant chairmanship. 

Senator McCLeLuan. There is Senator Symington, if you want to 
vote now. 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes; we will vote on this now. 

Mr. Jutrana. Evelyn O. Darin. 

The CHarrMan. May we have a little order so the reporter can 
hear? 

Senator McCLeLian. Mr. Chairman, I move that Evelyn O. Darin, 
Alfred L. Oyler, and Arminio H. Sardock be cited for contempt by this 
committee. 

Senator Munpr. I second the motion. 

The CuarrMan. It has been moved and seconded that the three 
individuals be cited for contempt. I assume since this is a contempt 
citation, I should call the roll. That will be for failure to respond to 
the subpena. 

Senator McCLetuan. Aye 

Senator MuNpt. Aye. 

Senator SyYMINGTON. Aye. 

The CHarrMan. Senator McCarthy, aye. If it is agreeable to the 
other members of the committee, we will leave the record open so 
that the absent members can register their votes. I will call a meet- 
ing of the full committee to vote on this on Wednesday. I will call 
a meeting of the full committee on Wednesday at 10 o’clock in the 
morning to go into this and any other unfinished business which we 
may have. 

(Whereupon, at 4:47 p. m., the committee recessed until 10 a .m., 
Wednesday, January 5, 1955.) 


i 


voted on on 





